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“Tides of Invasioni The Selsey Story”, performed at Church Norton, West Sussex
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TIDES OF INVASION

THE _SRISEY STORY R
( by Geoffrey Dearmer

NARRATOR: - The story of Selsey is deminsted by the
gea. Ths Seg’s eroslonsg eat away our
' homes, but-the sea hag given us a
. livelibood. . o
COMMENTATOR!  "There are four good things In Suggex™
; : wrots Isask Walton, "4 Selsey cockle, a
' Chichestey lobster and Arundsl mulle%,
and an Amberley trout." )

NARRATOR? The sea hag brought inveders to our_,
' ghores = invaders good snd bad, warlike
end peaceable; heathen and Christian,
- Ropan, Saxon, Dane and Norman; Pagan
Celt and Christisn Bishop — the good
and saintly Wilfrid. The sea has -
coversd the work of Wilfrid’s hands -
his monastery and the first.Cathedral.

SUSSEX VOICE: /though somg folk don’t believe that,
and Rector “e says it-ain’t true A
- NARRATOR: But the sea hag left, heré, to this day,
part of the church built by Wilfrid's
successors, though the waves of the:
egbuary: almost lap its stones.

COMMENTATCR:  /Look %o ¥our‘1eft end then look fo
your right and see . what we mean,
NARRATOR Later in history the sea waves Brought
‘ - ruhaours of more invagions - dArmadas from

Spaln, "Boney" from France, and Hitlesr .
from Germany but by then Sussex and
Shssex men "that never did nor never
shall 1ie ab the proud foot of & ‘
conquercr" have, with the help of God,
pregerved their lives and independence.
And still the ever-rolling ses remains,’
encroaching reoedln§? & geliplined and’
“controlled by God snd men, but always,
Like the pecple of thege islands, of
this Seals Islend - FREEL - .

- Before the dawn of writien history as

we know 1t, we have nothing ot the -
history of the rocks., Theodsands of

years passed, and gradually the
Paleolithic or Stone-ige emorged when
“rough stone — flint — Implements and
weapons were uged. Mt some time during
thig long age Britain became an island.,

 CHIID’S VOTOE: What; weren’t we slways sn island?




NARRATOR ;

COMMENTATOR :

o weTrinmphant MUSIO,
1/perhaﬁs "ow thank
cwwe  all our God!"
. Suddenly PRIMITIVE MAW
- appears. The MUSIC-
- breaks' off abruptly.

NRRATOR

- PRIMITTIVE WMAN acte -
. the above in mime.,
- lter be;ng}wors%ed by
A7 hTs TmEgTnEry wile,. ne
= gttacks and slays an
AMeglinary animal and
drags 1t off,

COMMENT 4 TOR ;

. URRATOR:

D

Thenks to Providence we became an
island "bound in with the triumphant
sea" as Shakespeare put it. Then came
the Neolithic or Wew Stone jgs, when
men became a herdsman as well as a
hunter.

The chemnel subsided, the sea rushed

in.
*This did much more our battles to win
Then Roman or Norman, Jute, Ssxon or

sl
Thenks be to God, to God above all.

That, ledies and gentlemen, is one of
our ancestors. From such as he are you
and 1 descendsd. ‘'There ig all ifrica
and her predigies in us" as Sir Thomas
Browne wrote. Can you doubt 1t7 Took
at thig poor heasthen savage, his body
painted blue with woad. * ire_not your
nails dyed red with henna? Lock at him
as he clubs his wife-to-be and drags her
to his cave - or_tries to: but she hits
him below the belt and he decides that °
discretion is the better part of valour,
and clubg a wild animsl instead. He -
drags 1t to his cave and they skin and
cook 1t there. Your methods my ove_ o
different nowadays, ledies and gemtlemen,
but deep ‘down in your hearts there lurks
the savage, and you have geen, as L have

“geen, in our own time, crimes committed
- ém this earth of which this poor '

rimitive man would have been incapable,

for the instruments of such menstrous

sin wore not his to wield, and ‘the
rosponsibility of knowledge lay not ab
hig door. | _

How came. thig man to Britain’s gate?

On drﬁ lend from. the shores of France ,
Bre the geam battered throush the straits?
Or.did the tortuous tide s advance
Porge him in hulks oo leng dolayed

Lo Tate gn unknown and sudden ses,

Ind- gettle where the tiger vreved .
~ond “had as yet nofenem%?"P y b

i Winston Churchill, in his




Enter ROMAN SOIDTER

with SPQR banner.

COMMENTLTCR

- NARRATOR:

COMMENTATOR

 NASRATOR:
(HTID:

COMMENTATOR

COMMENTATOR ;

B
B

splonded "Iistorv of the Fnelish |
Speaking Peoples™ says there wasn't
enough game in the whole of Southern

‘Britain to support more than seven

hundred families of these primitive mem.

"A1T this fine estate, no work butb
sport and fighting" hé writes.

But already man had begun to discover:
that "a flint was betbter than a fist",
They were not a hard-headed so wmuch ag
o long-headed rage. In this garden of”
Fden, thig domi~Paradise, they lived in
peace until the first tides ol invaslon
set in,; bringing with them wex, war but
new blood, néw Inventions and _
discoveries as well. Copper and tin
wore blendsd to make bronze. Britain
was @ backward country when Invadsrs
armed with iron entered Britain from
the Continent and killed the men of
bronze; or made slagves of them: It °
was & period of hill-top camps. Men,
like plrds, feel safer on the top of

ca hill, or a Iree.

And théen the Romens came.

- SP@R ~ Societas Populusque Romanus.

Julius Caesar, B:0.55, when he Tlandsd,
had. a look round, wrote wome unreliable
commentaries, lost most of his fleet
and went home; and in B.0.54, when he
came sgain, ho got as far ag Brentford
and sgaln went home, and this time
proclaimed a triumph.

"The Roman true whose blood was blue
He was I-tal-i-sn,

Put Romans true were very few

Fow were I~tal-i-an. o

The mighty Ewmpire - they controlled
Consisted of a motley crew

French, Gemen, African,

0h what & hell of a hullabaloo

Ties the mixture of tongues they spoke.

But fhey all had to learn Letin.
Did they hzye to learn Latin®

Yes, dear, they had to learn latin...
"oy in Latin were military words of
) o command
And if to obey you should fall,
You got much more than a reprimand
fihen a lasgh curled. round your tail.
The Romen Army wag bound vo win -
For it was a model of discipline;
And the spell of the Semate 1n,§ar off
‘ - liome
Brought the word of the Impire home

- To sundry races of diverse men,
Tt was the ambition of all to seek

Be they French or German or Gaul or
o . ‘ . Greek,
Tos, oven Britons were prond to séek

C The  t1tle of Romem Citizeni




-----

ol

Civis Romanus sun,
T am a Roman citizen

No ﬁrouder name
In the hall of fame o
Wias the title St.Paul was proud to claim.

NARRATOR: What, I wonder, did we in Sussex know
of all this? What wore we o the
Homans or they to us? We belonged to
one of the Belgic tribes. The Helgae
invaders were Celts, Tron-Age men
originally and

COMMENTATOR:  "by far the most enliﬁhten@d invaders!
says Churchill, "who Had hitherto spread
over Hampshire, Sussex, Wiltshire and
Dorset long before the Romans ceme'.

NARRATOR 1 We built new towns in the valleys.

COMMENTATOR:  St, Albens and Colchester, Winchester
and Silchester. '

NARRATOR: We introduced a colnage of silver and
copper. Rich hoards of gold coins have
been found here in Selsey, most of them
Roman, - We can imasgine our thrifty
ancestors hurriedly burying thelr gold
and silver when, after a lapse of &
hundred gears, in A.D.43, the Roman
Brmperor Ulaudiue sent .ulug Plautius to
renew the conguest. The King of the
Belgae in Susdex welcomed the legions
and Tor_ the next 400 years Chichester
wag a flourishing capital. WMore and
more 1s bhelng discovered thanks to the
labours of kden excavabors. For
instance, quite near here, at
Fighbourne, a Roman site has recently
been discovered.

A Roman Soldier_driviﬁg _
a peasant carrying a vulging
sack passes acrosg.

Whet’s_in that sack? Tt’s grain. There
was a large weoden granary at Iishbourne,
the first requirement of a settlement,

¢ Then more buildings, shops, baths, even
mosalos.,

-f;ﬂfﬁomah.Offioial in a

toga pampses across on
his way to the baths. . .

Pishhovurne was quite a place., Tn 4.D.
75 @ vast palace was built there with a
central-court and colonnades and more
mesalcs. Jund there it stood for about
200 years till fire or a Saxon raid
destroyed it. ' ‘
Plentius was succeeded by ancther Romen
Governor, Ostorius Scapula —

COMMENTATOR:  "Names, names, names. What do these
names mean to us? A ,
Now we can all go to Hadrian’s Well in
a very nicce Gresn Line Bus.-




BNTER LEGATE

N.A’ JBRJLTOR :

COMMENT.ATOR :

BOTH
CHITD:
AL
WABRATOR

WOMAN

NARRATCR

COMMENTATOR :

NARRATOR :

COMMENTATOR:

NARRATCR :

5. | . .

ind if we feel game for a longer ride
We can %O further north to the Forth
znd Clyde.

‘%@JS all very true and it’s all very
“ine : ‘
But Hadrian’s wall and the intonine

Have nothing to do with us.
Rurrah!
Have nothing to do with us.

and yet, you know, the Roman occupation
in general had a very great deal to do
with us, all of us. We my never have
heard here till some time afferwards of
Bosdiciea s revolt in A.D.6L when she
rased Colehester, London end $t,Albans
to the ground ard  was then defeated by
Suetonitus., Wevertheless, the British
Warrior Queen mattered. She mabtered
very much.,

T4 say she dd, She wouldn™t be still
drivig her chariot across Westminster
Bridge if she dign™t, ©She and hex
subijects were "bleeding from the Romsn
rods',  They'd had enough of 1t.

They had Indeed, amd yet -~ you know,
there s always an "aod yet™ in the
aftermath of war. The result of all

that mutual carnage wag tolerance.,
suetoniug, provoked though he had heen
beyond all sndurance, was recalled.
Hergin lay the imnaté genius of the Roman
Serste at the height of its power.

"Send ug a Governor! —

wrote the Procurater of Britannia at the
time "free from feelings of hostility
and triuvmph, a Governor who will deal
gently with our conguered cnemies'.

Wild barmds of Britons and Belgae still
Tought on, fighting, starving and-
perishing in The B rests and fens. Jnd
go, in AD.78 Agricola, a Governor of
taient and_ energy was sent to Britannia,
and from that time "for mearly three
hundred years, Britain, reconciled to
the Boman sys%em,_enqoyod in many
respects the hapﬁlest, most comfortable
timés 1ts inhabitants have had!
It wasn't all done by kindness you know,
There was a bloody Homan victary at
Mons Graupius. : :

The lagt battle, and a long way off -
in "Caledonis stern end wild".” The
Bomans brought us law, order, peace
and food, _
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TIOMAN And what is more, they brought us some-
thing which we, in our alwost incredible
stupldity, overlooked for a little
matter of fifteen hundred years and:
haven't altogether rediscovered yet.

WARRATOR ; ind what is thet, pray?
WOMAN : Central heating and hot baths!
NARRATCR: We in the South had no need of a

Hadrian's Wall or an Antonine Wall, we
had ‘the-sea and we had Boman protection,
their smelted iron, their rosds, their
villas. But the Channel, Tike the walls,
was not-enough, so the Romans fortified
the coast from the Wash to Spithead
and gut an cffice called the ™Count of
the Saxon Shore! in charge of the Home
Guard against Saxon invaders, And then
the blow fell, Rome recalled her
legiong., From Vectis in the Isle of
Wignt to Hadrian's Wall in the North,
the mllitar{ life-bloocd of the mation
wag gradual X_drained. And we can be
. sure, a8 Kipling hag so finely shown in
his Roman Cenburion s Song, that many
of the legionsries were wore than
reluctant to go.

TWO ROMAN SOLDIERS enter
carrying a table, g third
carries g chalir,. CRIES of

Mgt

"Salute"! are heard

/o 81/, The LEGATE enters
carrying & scroll or two

whic

he studies, seated at

the teble. An ORDERLY enters

gnd  mimes

a request for the

CENTURION. The Legate nods.
The Centurion entérs and
stands to attention. The
Legate nods, sits hack and

listens.

THE ROMAN GENTURION'S SONG
/Roman Occupation of Britain A.D.300/

COMMENTATOR:  ILegate, I had the news last night -
my cohort ordered home '
By ship o Portug Itius and thence
. by mad to Rome. .
I've marched the companies aboard,
~ the arms are stowed below;
Now let ancther take my sword.
Command me not %o gol

I've served in Britain forty Xears,
- from Vectis to the Wall, '
I have ncne other home than this, nor

an¥ life at all. o
et night I did not understand, but,
now the hour draws near

That calls me to my native land, I
fesel that land 1s here,




NARRATOR:

A muster of BRITONS

sesenble and stare seawards,
one of them holdg on a
standard the Begle of a legion

.
4

-

Here where men say ny name was made,
" here where my work wag done,
Here where my desrest dead are lald -

) my wlfe, my wife end saon; i
Here where time, custom, grief and toil,
o age, mémory, sérvice, love,
Heve rooted me in British soil. Ak,
how can I remove?

For me this land, that sea, these alrs,
thoge folk end fields sufiice.

What purple Sovuthern pomp can mtch -
our changeful Northernm skies,

Black wlth Decembéer snows unshed or
pearled with August haze

The chenging arch of steeluﬁ?e Warch
or June s long lighted days?

foull follow widening BRhodamus $ill
- vine and olive lean

Aslant hefore the sunny breeze that
sweeps Menausug clean

To Arelate’s Triple gate; but let
me Linger on, o

Fere where our stiff-necked British
oeks confront Buroclydon.

Tou'll take the old dvrelian road |

o through shore-desgending pines
Whers, hlue as any peacock s neck,”

5 the Tyrrhete Ocean shines. -

You'll go where laurel croyns are woi,

- but — will you ee r forget
The scent of hawthorn in the sun,,or

bracken in the wet?

Let me work here for Britain's sake -

- ab any task you will -

A marsh to drain, a road to wake or
native troops to drill,

Some Western camp /I know the Pict/

' or granite Border keep,

Wid seas of Keather derelict, where
our old messmates sieep.

Legate, I come fo you in tears - ly
, cohort ordered home! = -
L've served in Britain forty years.
- Wiat should T do in Home?
Here .ig m¥ heart, my soul, my mind -
he only life I kmow.
I camot leave it all behind.
Command me not to gol

Kiﬁ%inc's Roman Centurion’s entreaby
fell; T‘fear, on the Legate s deal
sars. Gradually the Roman Tide ebped
in the enti-climax of departure. We
can imagine 1ittle d sconsolate groups
of Britoneg huddled, frightened and
dismayed, standing silently walting to
see them off — here and elsewhere along
the South Coast full of foreboding,
watching the silent exodus. What were
their thoughts, T wonder?




COMMENTATOR ¢

The LEGATE enters. The

¢ wandard bearer kneels and

%%Ve% hl% bﬁc%dthetﬁigyﬁa__
g Legate bholds it hi

am@‘thg roup saluteg %t by

ralglng thely arms. BXIT

LEGATE with standard., Tramp

o departing legion is heaxd.
The group raise their arms in

the Romen salute.
COMMENTATOR :

NARRATOR
COMMENTATOR :

WARRATOR

ACTION on gtegs dufing.
oem, and Henglgt and_
Torga meet and quarrel,

—8

e hailsd you with a shower of spears
And javelins wildly hurled,

But now you leave us all in tears
Tost in a lost world.

The wheel of Time,; full circle turned,
Unconguered gou depart. o
Tet what vou ve taught us we have -

. learned.
Teke from a thankful heart
This message back to Rome to show
Burng on your kindled flame,
Romens, we re sad bo see you go
But proud to think you came.

"he Britons™ says Sir Winston, "fought
those who are now called the English
for nearly two hundred and fifty years;
for a hundred years undsr Rome, and for
a hundred and Tifty years, alone.

The Germanic Saxons who wielded the

short one-handed sword came frou
Schleswig-Holgtein., "Nome", says
Churchill, "was more cruel fnan’ they".

The Saxons swallowed the Angles and
the Jutes, - o

They were, $o pub it bimmbly, befors
: St Wilfrid, brutesl:

Yes, before the Oross came to redeem
ug, sonl and body, home and hearth, let
us meke no mistake about that. The
inveding tribes, with the splendid
exception of the Homans, were hordes of
hooligans for the mogt part. We in '
Jussex, the all-merciful God only knows,
had our troubles, but we were gpared
those which other countles suffered,
We had not, for Instance, to contend
with those two cheexrful blackguards,
Hengist aznd Horsa, who founded the
Jutish /and brutish/ kingdom of Kent
upon the corpses of 1ts Iformer .
inhabitants. : .
The poet Mugh Chesterman, with the good
humour of most Inglish poets since
Chaucer, hits them off well in the
{ol$owiﬂg by no means unhistorical
yric.
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COMMBNTATOR:  Hengist and Horsa

Landed in Keut ' ‘

Oh, what a feverish morning they spent,

Pooling the pillage |

0f township and village '

And each on outwitting the o%he% was

‘ ent.

As thisg went to Hengist,
And” that went to HoTsa,
Those meddlesome altches grew more
- discontent.
Hengist_and Horsa -
Quarrelled in Kent, - '
0ff in a teantrum tﬁe'two of them went:
Sgid Hengist "Geood lor sir,
I'm sick of you Horsall X
Said Horsa "For you, sir, T don’t

: care -a centl"s
Then crosser and crosser =
Grew Mengist and Horsa, ' '
And each said a little bit more than

he meant.
PAUSE _
WOMAN « "He came 21l so still there His
/singer/ ~ lother was
As dew in April that falleth on
the grass",
PAUSE o
NARRATCR: Who was the first person to a%eak
of Christ in Britasin? Probab % 8
o Homan. Christianity was the orficlal
; ' redligion of the Em%ir@ as early as the
Inter a CHILD carrying middle of fthe fourth contury. ~St.
a sword. Enter ST.ALBAN Mben, the first British martyr or man
who takes the sword from tg die for the falth in Dritain, was a
him end holds it with the victim under the persecution of an
blade downwards. He holds earlior Roman Bmpercr in the third
up the sword. Both exift, century, Chrigtianity wag also

%ersecuted by Decius anc Diocletlan in
that century, and not until Congtantine
the Greot was the faith officilally
accepted. But, on the whole, the,
Romans tolerated the first Christians
and reserved their antagonism for the
Druids whom they exterminated -
ruthlessly whenever they could. In
the trade of war, the Homans would
exterminate recaleifrant tribes, but
they drew the line at human sacrifices.

Indeed, the Drnidic religion had
nothing to recommend it except so firm
g bellef in the after-life that a Drulcd
would accept an L.0.U. to be repald in
the next world, an arrangement, one
might think, calculated {o encourage
conversion to taabt religion. '

T am sorry to have o tell you that
our forefathers in Susgex, together with
fhe Tutes who zob to the Lsle of Wight,
were the last To be converted to the
Christian faith.




COMMENTATOR :

NARRATOR:

inter ST,AUGUSTINE and his-
i

CHAPLAIN, carrying a cross.

COMMENTATOR ;

NARRATOR:

COMMENTATOR 5

ST AUGUSTINE and
QﬁﬁPLAIN go out,

NARRATOR :

=10

"Whon almost every yrincipality in the
lend" wrote Henry of Huntingdon the
chronicler in impeccable Latin "even to
the extreme Worth, had its E%;scopal
ose, the South Saxeng were still wrapt
in an ignorence of Christian Truth as
deep and as denge as thelr own huge
forest of Anderida' -

which stretched, by the way, for 120
miles over Kent snd Hampshire, Lven
when Saint Augustine founded fthe -
Metropolitan See of Canterbury in A.D.
597, when pockets of Ghrlstlan1t¥.were
Tlourishing in several parts of the
Kingdom "Darknesg coversd the land and
gross darkness the people', Our
ancegtors were ignerant, it seems, of

. the drematic arrivel of St,lugustine;

wo quote from James Rlroy Flecker's
poem The Dving Patriot. .

Day breaks in Irngland down t%@l§entish
nilly
oinging in the silence of the meadow-
o footing »ills
Day of my dreams, O da%, ' '
L sew them march frow Dover, long ago,
With = silver cross before %hem, ginging

oW,
Morks of Rome from ﬁhpir home where

the blue sea breaks in
, i ) ) + foam,
Augustine with his feet of suow.
But by this time, as‘wa.mi%ht_gut it
in humbler verse, the & raf tide of
Christian invasion had begun mamy
years before —

ALl along our Western seas,

In tiny cells and oratories
Trom Uornwall fo the Clyde,
Fews of the Crosg had broked
Like a rose on wild stock open,
At the pgood news wag spokeh
0f the Seviour crucified.

;nd go we come to_the man whom we surely
ghould rightly call the hero o our
celeey story: St, Wilfrid, =~ - -

He comes but twice inte our history.

The first time for a few hours, the
second time, twenty years later, for six
gears‘wheﬂ he vecame the B;sho%'of :
belesa. We cannot trace his stormy and
salntly . passage through a long life here,
except ih so Tar ag hé affects our
history., He was born about A.D,630 in
Northumbria, end as & young monk, he was
edugated in fhe great missionary college
of loma on the west coast of Scotlend
Tounded by St. Columba where, after -
learning at the feet of the great St.
Aldan, fe went to the monastery of
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Tindisfarne, or Holy Island, off the
coast of Worthumbria. _Trom here he
took /T guote/ "is athletic body,
wnelouded cheerfulness and blesged mind"”
to Rome and to Lyons, IFor St.Wilfrid
was determined to obtain the authority
of the Pope in all he did, What the
oreet saints of the Celtic Church from
reland, Wales and Scotlend - St.David,
St.Patxick, St.Niniam, St.Columba,
St.Cuthbert, St.Aidan snd others - what
thoy had left undone /a&d of necessity
it was very much indeed/, Rome
compieted, or-began to complete, in the
arrival of St. Mugustine; and ;% wag
thig need of unity, s unity which lagted
t111 the Reformation, to which-Wilfxid
passionately dedicated himself,

WOMAN That s all very inter@stin%, Historian,
but what's it got to do with us
Sussex fellk?

ARRATOR : thhin% whatever., You wouldn’t have -
understood a word of it. TYou-were the
last vemaining heathens in the kingdom,
or should T say in Ununited Britain.

In the year 665, St.Wilfrid, on his
way back from Uompleghe in Trance,
whore he hed gone to be consecrated
Bishop of Northumbria by the Pope, was
- driven on this inhogpitable shoTe by a
ale, His friend Eddji in his
iography tells the story:-

COMMENTATOR:  MA great gale blowing from the South-
Best, the swelling waves threw them
on the unknown coast of the South
Saxons. The gea left the ships and
wen, and retreating from the Lland,
lefl the shore uncdvered and retired
into the depths of the abyss.

NARRATOR: And the heathen, coming with a great
army, intended fo seizé the ships, {o
divide the 5%01l of money, to takée them
captives forthwith and to put to the

sword those who resisted. To whom our

sreat Bishop spoke gently amnd peaceable
offering mich money, wishing to redeem
their souls",

~Inter from one side - -

ST WILFRID, carrying a

cross which he plan®s firmly
in the ground; from the -
other, & ragged army who stand
with s%ears poised. St.Wilfrid
entreats them /in mime/ to pub
down their wegpons. He points
to the sky above and kneels to
pray. His followers enter and
support him.

COMMENTATCR:  "Bub they with stern and cruel hearts
~w  1like Pharcah would not let the peogle
of the Lord go, saﬁing proudly that
"Allthat the séa threw on the land
became as-wuch theirs as thelr own
property !, _




The HIATHENS cry out
"Surrender; surrender, all
that you have is ours, is
ours, is oursl"

NARRATOR:

COMMENTATOR :

This is acted in miwme, -
The CHIEF FRIEST curses the
people making mumbo-jumbo
slens, A ”S%one”*lS Tound
and blessed by St, Wilfrid-
with ths sign of the Cross.
It i thrown at the Chief
Priegt who collapses,

NARRATOR :

COMMENTATOR ¢

REFBAT IN MIMT; The
palaver of both sides
Fuch in circle round thelr
walef, THHEE ATTACKS gre
made and repulsed.

NARRATOR

MINE; WITFRID praye.

BSomeons notices the rising

d voints off the
he fleatineg shi

tide an
stage 1o

"And the ildolatrous chief priest of
the heathens, standing on z lofty
mound., strove like Ballaam to curse the
%eople of God, and to bind their hands
vy his magic arts".
| - . %
“hep one, of the Bighop's companions
hurled, like David, a etone, blessed by
all the people of @od. which struck the
cursing m gicisn in the forchsad and
ierced hils brain, whom en unexpected
death surprised, as it d d Goliath,
falling hack a corpse in sandy places.

"The heathen therefore, preparing fo
fl%ht, valnly attacked the People of
Goc. "But the Lord fought for the few,
even as Gideon by the wmmand of the
Lord, with 300 warriors slew ab one
attack 12,000 of the Midianites.

And so0 the ounrades of our holy Bishop,
wellwarmed and brave, though few in -
mmber /they were 120 men, the number
of the yoers of Moses/ determined s d
agresd that none should turn his back
in £1ight from the other, bul would
wither win death with glory or life
with victory. So St.Wilfrid with his
clerk fell on his keees and lifting
his hands_to Heaven again sought help
from the Lord his Gods Thrice these™
few Chrigtlans repulsed the filerce and
untames heathen; routing them with
great slaughter,

Then did the great vriest Wilfrid pray-
to the Tord again axd the tide came in.
Mnd the rising ses covered with its
waves-the.wbofg of the shore and
floated_the ghips, dnd Wilfrid snd
hig fellow-Christians sailed away,
glorifying God, and with a south wind -
reached Sandwich, a harbour of safety".

Tner CHEER and RN OFF, Wiltrid
bleases his enemies anc follows.




NARRATOR

COMMBNTATOR

NARTATCR

COMMENTATCR :

STARVING end SUICTDAL
population enter and MEN
merrh as to the edge of &
6lifs, while WIVEE try -
vainly to restrain them.
Wl%frld‘ g ‘
nets and Togs,
and stops them.

WARRATOR:

enters

%%ralng fishing- -

15—

That account -was written by 5t,Wilfrid’'s
friend, Rdda. And I & es not reflect.
much credls on our Sexon ancestors.,

Yet Wilfrid bore them no malice, He
cams agaln. J4od for the account of this
second vie 1t we are indebted to the lenk
of Jarrow, the Venerable Bede; from whom,
indeed; comes most of our knowledge of
the period and of 3t.Wilfrid, IHe may
even have heard of Sussex from St,
Wilfrid himself. Fe is the first
histerianr to mention the region, and
that he ftells us so much sbout the early
history of the county suggests that its
noteriety must have been considerable,
for Jarrow wag very far away, qulte &
week s merch then in Tact. _ o
St.Wilfrid, heaving obbained on his visit
to Rome permission to a¥p01nt Bishops

of his own choosing, returned 1o .
Worthvumbria and was lmprisoned by Eﬁgrld
the King end Archbishop Theodore, w

ha dn 't agreed with him. In 681 he wawm
exgelled irom his Bishopric and exiled
ad it was then he came again to Sussex,
wiere, as Bede says . . e

"e could net be restrained from
preaching the Word of God".

Teland of Seals/ at what must have bsen
the lowest obb of thelr historical |
exigtence. They were starving, famished
by a prolonged drought, for mno rain had
fallen in that province for three years.
A drouwght in those d?ys /and indeed for
conturies afterwards/ was one of the
cavges of a poor harvest and our
ancestors depended con the harvest for
their wery survival,

e found the&?eqple of-Sealsmeg /or the
als

But Bishop Wilfrid, by preaching to
them, not only delivered them from the
misery of pervetual dammation, byt also

from en inexhaustible calamity of

temperel death. Very often forty ox
fifty men, being gpent with want, would
go together to €ome precipice or to the
Sesehore and there, beand in hand, perish
by the fall or be swallowed up by the
WATES o

Ethe%gaﬁoﬁ,

i th@vcn-*er of EKir
Eéﬁ%hen vhp i iers)

ige ge%eralﬁ;'so
vriests and everyhody else.
Eg%aﬁﬂing in theymid%t of the heathen",
spys Bedd, " told them to Repent for

the Kingddm of Heaven is at nand’.




MUSIC. "Purn back O man,
ﬂmmmw“mgimﬂthEs”
%ustav Holgt. Songs of Praise

L]

COVMENT ATOR 5
or STNGER:

Turn back, 0 wen, Torswear thy
‘ - foolish ways.

- 01d now 1s earth and none may count

As WILFPRTD ELHSSES his comver

the SOUND CF RATN ig heard.
e People kneoline. hold up

,  her_days, .
Yet thou, her child, whose head is
‘ crowned with flame =
Still wilt not hear thine immer God
‘ © proclaim - '
"Turn back, O man, forswear thy
foolish ways!

ta

their hands and priice God and

Wilfrid.
NARBATOR -

COMMENTATOR

ind they POLIOW WIIFRID
OFF towards the sea.

COMMENT ATOR :

NARRATOR:

' COMMILNTA TOR:

NARRATOR

COMMENT ATOR

And Wilfrid, who had besn sent_as g
figher of men, taught the people of
Selsey to fish in The sea Tor something
better than sels, :

Come rise and follow me -
Cast_these nete into the sea.
The Lord shall your needs provide
With the incoming tide,

By this benefit the Bishop gained the
atfections of them all, ana the .
began more readily at his preaching to
nope for heavenly goods, seeing that by
his help they had recelved those which
are temporal.

And Wilfrid seems %o have been able to
wallk, or work, with kings, too, without
losifg the cofmon touch. EtheiWaloh,
King of the South Sexons, received him
hospltab1{ in his palace ~ 1if that it
can he called -~ at Selsey. :

To our revered prelats, who had hrought
us with the_ Gospel of (hrist a_ney
purpose in life, we grani the land
énough for eighby-seven families in the
rlacé called Selbsea which is in the
island of the Sea-calf or seal. Bishop
Wilfrid having this place given to him,
founded ~ therein a monastery which his
successors possess to this day.

So wrote the Venerable Bede. Naefurally,
the first act of Wilfrid would be the
srection of a church or cathedral for
his see, and of & habitation for his
clergy. PRut no vestige of the church
or cathedral which he must have founded
Iem%ins. Tn the words of a Victorian
poet — ‘ — : :

ime sea now rolls in triumph o er the
' - ground
Where once thy sacred ediflice was
reared.
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NARRATOR: It certainly doeg, It is said that the
foundations of the anclent cathedral
are visible ameng the sands at low
water; but where the saint and his
clergy lived we do not know.

Building of first church

and monastery - and raising

of the Crogs by WILFRID, MONKS

and VILLAGERS, to the sccompaniment
of CHANTING end PLATNSONG /fo be
repeated down the ages/

NARBATOR : But Bichop Wilfrid wes not to remain
long, In the year 685 he was restored
to his see at Jork and left his = -
monastery and church not to return.

S0 he who had been received with anger
was let depart in tears.

COMMENTATOR :  Tut the temrs were mob tears of wrath
: but of sorrow,.

WILFRID and his friend, EDDT,

and the COLERK carrying a Cross
enter from one side, the men and
women of Susgex from the other,
%fey kneel, Filffid blesses then.
‘hey remain knesling, meny weepin
and. watch till he g%& 1syclemﬁ .
disappear.

- COMMENTATOR:  He has gome like a ship to the sea.

WARRATOR Mnd left us with our Faith, the Falth
he brought to our shore.

PAUSE - MUSIC ag Wilfrid goes,
The pevple remsin kuseling until
he disappears — then rise., EDDL
1ifte the Crogs hl%h and., chanting,
half the crowd follows him off.

NARBATOR: The see remalned vacent for about
twenty years after Wilfrid's departure
in 686 and there was a relapse into
pagenism.

The CHIEF DRUTE eppears and
the rest of the crowd, -
debauched or lazy or just bored
with being good, twn to him. -
~EDDT and "his followers reappear,
and respective religions on .
opposite sides of the stage
and graduslly more snd more of
the people retum to the Druids
t1i11 Kddi is Jeft alons.

COMMENTATCR:  Kipling has writteﬁ.howagddi; Io £t

- R P )
' ' ' Held = midnight serviee all on his own..
Turing the poem an ox snd an
ags enter from R.& L. EDDL -
MIMES the action of the poem.
Ox snd ass walk off together.
SAXONS watch the action and -
mock -Bddi at the close of the
noem,




COMMENTATOR s

NARRATOR:
COMMENTATOR
NARRATOR ¢

COMMENTATOR ¢

WARRATOR &

COMMENT.ATOR ¢

NARRATOR ¢

COMMENTATOR «

NARRATOR

”Eﬂshed ko) t

16~

del mriegd oi t Wllfrld

o hls @ha@el At Manhood End

Ordered a widuight gervice -

Tor such s caréd to attend.

But the Sexons wers keeping Christmas
ind the night was stormy a8 well.
Nbbodﬁ came to service,

Though Eddi rang the P11

"Micked weather for Walklng
Seid Bddi of Menbhood End.

"ot T must go on with fthe service
Far such asg uare to attendl.

The nltarmlamps were lighted -

A old marsh-donkey cemé,

Bold as a guest invited

And stared at the gutterlng flamed

Mie storm beat on at the windows,

The watber splashed on the flooxy

And o wety {oke~weary wullock
rough the copen door.

“iow do I knew what is gxeaiast
How do I kngw wizay is leastf, -
That is wy Tather’s buglneuﬂ

oaLd Bddit, WLlerd . prlesty

"But - throe are gath@mcd together -
Listen to me and attend.
I bring good news, my brethren'”

Said Bddi of Mazhood Ena.

ind he told $he Ox of a Manger

Aod s Stall in Bethlshem, ~ -
)nd he spoke to the Ass &f @ Rider
Thot rode to Jerusalem.

They steamad snd drlpped im the ohaﬁcol
ihe 11st@n@d and never stirred,

Thile, just. ag th@u%h they were Bl%hop%,
Fddi pmeached,them he TWord.

Till the gale Wlew off on the marsheg
And. the windows showed the day,

hod the 0% and the des ﬁogethor
Wheosled and olaLtered EWET «

fnd when, the Sazons mocked hlm,
Said Bddi of Memhood End

W dare not shut his Chag el
on. sueh, 88 car@ t@ attem

T@@(@QMH@
rigine k

S?:e%'aa
were. Tinaily routed and e CGrosg

Tanted firmly i the soil of Selsey.
gloh@D followad Bishop, and Selséy was
s flourishing centre with wealth, power
and prestige, After nllfrld the firgt
Biskop wes Bdbright and from 709 untll
after the Conquest there were about fwo

VWS abSQrb@d.lnto the
diom of Wessex;, and Lt
the. ﬁ?ﬁr 70§fm

s the first Bl%hop‘of
silfrid, that the pagams

3

T




AGTTON onsfage ~ firet
Bighop enthroned in great
splendour.

NARRATOR :

CCMMENTATCR :

WARRATOR:

TABLEAU

COMMENTATOR

. WARRATOR:

COMMENTATOR

COMMENTATOR »

1
dozen of them - Edbright, Blle —

Must we have a long list of names,
Historian? With respect fo their
Tordships their nemes don t mean a
thing to us now. Can’t we gel on to
1066 and all that? -

liot so fast. I don’t mind waiving the
Bishops - :

Tos please, Wave them farewell, do.

But we mustn’t overlook the great
strides in civilisation which were made
from Anglo-Saxon till Wormemn times. Up
to and Including the complets conguest
of Br1ta1n;b¥‘hlll;am_gf Wormandy, first
the Saxons, then the Vikings, ths’
Norsemen and the Danss, each inflicted
on the other the misexles‘the% had
themselves sufiered and but Tor
Christianity we should still be ruled
by gentlemen — or, of courge, the
descendants of gentlemen with unames
Tike Fric Bloodaxe, Harold Wartooth

and Wolf the Unwashed.

e owe our very existence to the Cross
and that is not & plous statewent,
ladies and gentlemen, bul a hard Pact
of history. Our conguered island
sbzorbed her conguerors when, in the
words of G.K.Chesterton in his Ballad
of the White Horse:

The Northmen came about our land
A Christless chivalry; ‘ |
Who knew not of the arch or pen,
Opest, beautitul half-witted men
Trom the sunrise and the sea.
Misshapen ships stood on the deep
Fyll of strange gold and fire
And halry men, as huge as sin

Yith horhed heads came wading in

Through the long low sea~mirs.

e have no record that any example of
that v1v1@-ﬁlotnre took place here, &s”
wel l it migot have dove, bub we do know
from thepages of the dnglo-—Saxon ‘
Chronicle: That = Danish army, repulsed
from Exeter, harried the South Saxons
nesr Chichester in 895 end were put to’
t1ight by the citizens énd many of thelr
ships taken, Another account 1nforms
us thab o fleet of Danes had salled
from Fast Anglia , disembarked inm -
Devonshire, and wére routed by King
Mfred whren they tried to plunder
Chichester, How can we doubt, then
Phah Alfrod the Great was known to the
people of Selsey? :

There wag nob Bnglish armour Lleft
Nor aﬁi Brelish Thing '

When Alfred came to Athelnsey

To he an Bnglish king.
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WARRATOR: 0f all our kings Alfred was the begt as
Williem T was the greatest. He did moxe
ther hold the Danés at bay - he
converted them.  Guthrum, his defeated
eneny, king of the Viking army, he
called his som. a3

COMMENTATOR:  “"Alfred’s blood" says Churchlll "gave
the Tnglish a series of great rulers"
and "ibhile his 1ns€1$atlon held victory
did not quit the Christian ranks".

NARRATOR: After Alfred’s death in 899 our _
fortunes fluetuated, Tides of invaslon
ebbed and flowed until they ebbed in the
complete conguest of the Danes. This
was the end of the house of Wesgex, In
mmﬁmﬂﬁTEMf&ﬁpﬂrthecmmmW s
submitted, and like other great rulers,
the Danish Canute, once in power,

ceaged to use force, gnd dis b@néed bis

great army., e wished to continue, he
sald, Bdgar's spventeen %ears of peace.

The shadow ef the Cross- Tell over the

langd 1ike & great m@xcy. In the words

of Francis Tﬁompson s Hound of Heaven -~

COMMENTATOR:  Halte by me that footfall:
Is my gloom, after all, ” '
Shade of His hand, outstretched
' N CaIGSSlﬂ%ly?
"Oh, fondest, blindest, weskest,
- T an He whom thou,seeﬁestI*
Thou dravest love frow thee, who
dravest Me™.

MbsTo _ :

PAUSE during which WOMAN

enters with a mdieval churn,

snd proceeds to churm. 4 ¢

woran rocks a crude cradle,

MIME of others cutting corn

with a gickle and threshing

wheat. - In the centre TMMA, wife

of King Canute, embroiders on a

circuiar hand loom

NARRATOR: Mnd so Chichegter gradually became the

predopinant city in Sussex. Ibs
importance ag a commercial city ig
shown by the establishment of a mipt
thore. It was-the headquarters ol =~
materisl power. Lt became the dominant
city ruled, ag was the whole country,
by the dominant sek.

WOMAN s - Bh?

MJRRATOR: . Of course, I don’t wish to ignore the

female of the species.

WOMAN ¢ Very good of you. It has quite recently
been Shown that the gpread and influence
of {hristianity were due to women more
than to men.

NARRATOR : No doubt; but it was a wan’s world all
the same, Soldiers, armourers,
blacksmithe, politiclans, farmers -
even priests -




~] G

WOMATT : You remind me of my great-grandmother.
WARRATCR : T've no doubt that your great-grandmother

was a most estimable lad
earth had she to do Wlt

, but what on
it%

TICMAN = She once saw outeide a Victorian school

a placard advertising the

Mhcgoeny for Young Ladies

of Gentlemen only
COMMENTATOR:  What, no mothers?

WOMAN « You get the point, There

‘place_as an
, the Daughters

“s hope for

vou, Women in the Dark Ages! Poor

chings!  Eere are three o

them. One

1g Bmme, Queen of King Canute. She and
her ladies made vestménts and embroid-
ered in cloth of gold and gilver,

Churn, churn the milk in the drum
Ag in Kingdom past so in Kingdom coume,

Honour thess hands that m

ended and made,

Hands that the will of God obe%ed,
That made and mended not m.imed nor

marred

The gold wheat garnered, the foney

jarred.

Rock, zrock the cradle in falth,

A boy is born in defiance
Serf or slave, mo lord is

of deaih
he

/otnér of God, no lady she/ '
The women will glean where the corn
' o - was SowI,
And the grags grom gresn on her grave
' unknown.

Weave, weave Lhe song ungung

0f thé hands of a queen 1

ong dead when
young,

Cloth ghe wove of a golden sheer
/nietly working sits the queen,
And her fingers will spealk in golden

thres

Of peage‘triumphaﬂt when war 1s deed.
NARRATOR: And now we come to Willism the

Congueror: William the Ba
amote us Into zreatness,

stard who
Wy was

Williem illegifimate? Well, thig is

the perfectly true stary

(g mention of William T begarn.,
bater WILLLAM, crownecd; or

knight bearing royal arms on

a benmer. He remains standing

£111 “"feast of Pecamp" when he

exits.
ACTION on
poem ig MIMED

H

stage —

COMMENTATOR:  Hobert, Duke of Normendy
Was riding near his capit

When he saw a pretiy girl

of "how 1t all

on & BUmper
moTning
al, the town

of Falalse

washing linen
in a- gtream

And he begged hex to coms to_his castle

at Falalss,




WOMAN ¢

COMMENT ATOR :

WORAN :

COMMENTATOR :

NARRATCOR +

ACTION on stags, '
comings and goings of
Ca

messengers,

et

e e

nT will only come by daylight and riding
‘ on a palirey, '
And T want the drawbridge lowered and &
_ - room prevared for me,
Arlette ie my neme" ghe sald '
W' & master tanner s daughter'.

But Arlette he mother of the -
: : Congueror was to be.

irlette, Arlette, wiab & srotty name!l
Avlet te was the m%th%r'of our Longueror
B . . "'O e N

How V@r¥-differemt :
Our history would have beeu, '
Tf she had stayed indoors that day
Md done g bit of spinning, say,
Tnetead of washing linen

“In a stream!

e pesg cn bo 1066 and all that. =
Wher, & wonder, in Augnst 1066, did our
ancestors here in Seisey DECOmMS awars
of William and his 7000 men; his
Worman knights cled in long combs of
ring wail and helmets with steel nose
pieces, armed with lances and swords,
movnted on powerful chargers /Harold
had none/ and preceded by erchers and
crosgbowmen greatly superior to those of
Barold. In Tour years William_ bhad
conguered and occupied the whole of
Fnglend. Only West Wales held out for
snobher ten years, we in Sugsex had
Mhad 147 before iilllam was crowned ab
Hestminster at Christmag 1066, and -
built the first Tower of London to show
that he meant business. Within three
months of his Corongtion and gix months
after his lending, he wae in complete
conmirol, JAnd Willism was mot omly
powerful — he was pious - according .to
his lights., His invasion had the full
sothority of the Pope, He had marched
up to meeb Harold behind a corsecrated”
banner, and he waw followad b{ chanting
rriests to thebalbtle., On Whitsunday
1068, Witliam's Duchess, Matilda, was
crowned. in Westminster Abbey. Matilda
had every veason to be ﬁrateful 1o
Tenfrand, the great Arehbishop of,
Canterbuiy, who had gob the Fope's |
pamﬂ%lm1hrhﬁrmmmy@etQWﬂimm.
Bub Lenfranc did something which made
him vgry'Uﬂpogular‘1ndeed'w1th the
Trhsbitants of Selsey, wio basked in the
cla moyr and prosperlﬁy attendant on’a
Highop's Cowrt ~ self-important, smig
and reasonably plous.

Tn Tondon dn 1075 hig Council provided
that th'e Bishops of Lichfield, Selsey
md Skerborne should move thelr seats
to Chester, Chichester and Salisbury.
This wae inplenenting a decree of the
Pontiffs forbidding ﬁpisoopal gsees to




Enter an extra-splendid
KING S MESSENGEH, who faces
ug, and hostiles population,
and READS from & SCROLL.

COMMENT ATOR +

MESSENGER rolls up his
scroll and walks off wilb
ag much dignity as he cen

- command., R |
Rage and constérnation cof
POPULATION ~ DISHCP and his
COURT depart and the lst
EECTCR takes his place.

* WARRATOR :

D]

exist in country placeg, and followed
the lead of a move to Bxeter by the -
Bighop of- Crediton., We can be sure our
Selsey sncestors dign’t like It - all
that is, but Stigand,-the last Bishop
nf Selsey and first of Chichester.

M Toxd the Bishop, clerks in holy orders,
ley clerks, nobles, freemen, cottars,
villeing and eerfe, and all whom it may
conceril '~ 1 agcorﬁanﬂg with degrees ol
our Sovereign Pontiff Damasus /Who's

he?/ =nd our Soverelgn Pontifl Leq.
TRever nheard of himl/ and of the Cgungils
of Sardice and Laocdices /Boo-ool/ it is
forbidden for Episcopal bees now to
exist in country places /Shame!l/ Tt is
therefore commended by ovr Sovereign
Tord Duke Williawm s kinglykmuﬂifioenoe
/Parley-voug, perley vousl/ snd the

ut horify of the Syhod /Wpat’s that?/
for our servant Stigand, Bishop of Selgey
to remove Lo Chichester end fthers-to
build & cathedral in-heseur-of-Shelesel.
Fio edicto Regis Willelmi Bastard /Loud
Ysors/ Conquestoris Angliin /Bool/ ~0Un
Tre: dav of Pentecogt in the year of our
Lord 1070, Rex spud-Windesoram /Malk
Brglish can’t youl/. : The Ring at
Windeor creates Stigand Bishop™Suth
Soxonum /Bh?/ Bishop of the South Saxons
That- e us -~ ng it ain’'t, we ve all
ormeps now. Here s te good.old
Willien, mrley-vouws/ SILENCE ox T711

nave all. your right feet cut off.

And now all the glory and glamovr of
Selgev was swallowed up in Chichester
and the seat of pawer wag the beautiful
Gathedral which Bishyp Luffs started to
build in 1091 and which vemains to this
dey.  We can well lmagine, though, how
bi%ter thig must heave been Lor our
ancestors in Selsey, and the many and
acrTimoniong digcussions which wust hve
token place. Perhaps there might have’
teen o crumb of comfort in the fact that
7% e possible that Selpey may have made
a vesl contribution to the fame and
dlary of Chichester Cathedral if = a8
meny” people believe -~ the magnlficent
wall-carvings in the Sough Aicgle are
Seyon and came from the See s first
Cabhedral - Wilfrid's in Selseyl

Tt this ig by no means cerbaln, and
vack in 1070 Selsey 'towsring in her
pride of place" as the Cathedrel town
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and seat of the Bishops, was reduced and
humbled, almost overnight as you might
say, ® "en insignificent fishing
VLLiage, "How are the mighty fallen!™

ACTTON on stage -

BELL tolls — villagers

end sguire /& son/ and

wife assewble, rector

takes up pos1ﬁlon, ‘

At the "end of the gervice and
before poem ~ villagers
disperse leaving Baron

and son.

For close on 800 {ears Selse agpears
to have been pretty well "out of the
world" ~ dust_cme of the hundreds of
villages set like jewsels in ”Enéland g
green and gleasant land™. But Selsey
was not enmtirely forgotten., In 1085
the great higtoric document, the |
Domesday Bock, had been compiled in one
%earn Selsey i mentioned in Domesday.

he entry states that the Bishcp of
Selsey /or Chichester/ holds Selsey as

© his domain and lets out parts to tenants.
On the Bishop's home farm were two teams
of 8 oxen each, 16 villeins - or tenan*:
of the manor - /velued at £12/ 11
cottagers and 2 gerfs or slaves. And
we can be reasonably sure that the
village enjoged a meagure of peace and
prosperity when it was zuled over by
such Squires as Kipling's Normen Bsron.

COMMENTATOR: . "My son," said the Norman Baron, "I am
d lﬂ%? end you will be heir -
To all the broad acres in Fngland that
William gave me for share
When we conguared the Saxon at Hastings,
, and & nice little handful it is
o But before you go over to rule it, I
want you to understand this:-

"The Saxon is not like w Normens, His
manners are net sd polite. -
But he mever meang anything serious till
he talks abouﬁ-justlce‘amd.xlghty '
When he stends like an ox in the Turrow
~with his gullen set eyes on your own,
And grumbles "This isn’t Teir dealing!™
my son, leave the Saxon alone.

"You can horsewhip your Gascony archers,
or torture your Plcardy g ears;

But don’t try that game on the Baxon;
you 11l have the whole brood round

' - : - your ears. '

From the richest old Thane in the county
to the poorest chained serf in the
, A ' - field,

They 1l be at you and on you like
hornets, and if you are wise you

- will yield.

But first you must master their language,
Jthedr dialect, proverbs and songs.”
Don’t trust any clerk to interprst when
-they come with the tale of thelr-
WIONgs .




WARRATOR:

VILLAGERS begin to gather and
TOWN CRIER enters.

COMMENTATOR :

LOUD QHEERS. o :
PROCESSICN of tumblers, etc.
led by AUTCLYCUS - type
figure ~ Lord of Manor amd
Tady honour Fair - Constable:
Dull in evideuce,alsc rector,
v1lla%§rs, etc, Men bring in-
MAYPOLE, set it up near (ross.
Children DANCE..

NARRATOR:

CHCTR - Summer i l-cumen in.
WRBSTLING

HUCKSTERS

COUNTRY DANCE

Re—-enter KiNG'S:
MESSENGER, whe reads

DB
Let them know that you know what they re
saying; let them feel that you knew
D ] whal to say.’
Yes, even when you want to go hunting,
hear “em oul if it tekes you all day.

"hey 1l drink every hour of the daylight,
_and poach every hour of the dark.
Tt e the sport not_the rabbits they re
. after /we've plenty of game'l?'ﬁhe
. . i e

Don’t hang them or cut off their fingers

-That s wasteful as well ag unking, -
For & hard-bitten, South Country pecacher
me kes the best man-at-arms yo%.cgp

) l]fl.

"Appear with your wife and the children
" Tat their weddings and fun%rali and
B - feamts.
Be polite but wot friendly fto DBishops;-
© “he good to all poor parish priests.
Say "we" "us" and "ours'" when you're * -
talking, instead of "you g%%ows” and

’ . )
Don’t ride over seeds; keep your temper;
L and never ‘you teli_vem g Lie!!

Thers werg, moreover, plenty of -
pa rochial pleasures and domestlc
comedles and tragedies.

In theyear of our Lord‘llQS,'Henra”I'
King of Englan@'b%'the grace of God,

Grante to Seffrid Bishop of Chichester
the privilege of a Failr to be held in

Seleoy annually on the Eyen of St.

'Lanence the Maxrtyr for % days.

At the-oloée oﬂlthe.lath Oenturj‘was '
uilt the second and lasting church to
replace St Wilfrid's dmwwned cathedral,

Time passed. Things were seldom as
they should have been. There was
posching in the Menor Park and the
First whisper of smuggling at Selsey.
Sports-and.hlgh-ilnks ron riot; S0
much so that In 1363 a Royal Proclam—
ation was issued which read as follows:




COMMENTATCR :

NARRATOR:

STOCKS, DUCKING STOCL and
PTILIORY brought- in and set
up, Twe.men hauled out of
country damce, brought
befora J.P. /Squire/ and
punished.

e 2 o

Egv%'~Proclamation of 1%65 N ‘
oothall, Throwing the hammer, handball,
Club %211, queke or hopscotch are to =
glve way to “the all iImportant sport of
archery, - Wrestiing has of late given -
ruch trouple to coroners Owln%‘to Tatal
pouts, and chess has of late been moxlous
inordinate and wunhonest in the Ekﬁ'ylng
thersof. On no account is wrestling to
be practised in the churchyerd, nor the
holding of dances or base or unhonest
iames which provoke lagciviousness,

bove all, we forbid the holding of
numerous scot-ales or church-zlés in the
church, and church-ales drinkings in aid-
of the fabric in the church_and churchyard
must be conducted in a seemly manner,

One cannot resist a certain-sgmpath¥ for
both pertissg. Ow the one hand was the
Court with its pagsion for proclamations,
Bishop William Rede mnobly rebullding and
repalring Selsey church, and the Lord of
the Manor bheing equally attentive to the
stocks and the ducking-stool -

- and on the other the people of Sussex
refusing to be "druv" and using the
churchyard and even the church for
spiritous as well as spiritual purposes
on cccation. At S@lsei,'as in most of
our country churches, lie the rich
merchants and Lords of the Menor, men
1like Jobn Tewes whose tomb 1s in the
chapel here at Church Norton. But the
Court had often less respect for the
Tord » of the Manor, +the Bisnop and the
Squire than for the common folk. "Be
polite but not friendly to bishops™, |
says Kipling with his wmerring intultion
ags we have heard. The Crown could be
ruthless, Henry VIII suppresged the
monagteries and his daughter Flizabeth,
who had much of 01d Haxxg in her, "
pounced on the Manor of Belsey and took -
it over. One did not_argue with the -
monarch in Tudor and Blizabethen days.
There was little on the menu for those
who did-but a choice between a chop and
a stake. " The Monarch was not Constitut-
ional ~ he or ghe was the Comstitulion.:
Tlizabeth the First never left England -
she had enough to G to guard her. - And
of all the tides of invasion that have

washed and washed again our Hezaven

protected shores, none -~ till our own

%ay‘h equalled the one which she had fo
e . o St

The 1little scene which we lmagine
enacted,as no doubt 1t was, b¥ boys of

Drage«s day, will need no selting in

WOrds. .




A BOY dressed ag Drake
prepares fo bowl, Anothex
stops him =nd points geawards.
Drake bowls /wime/. Others
join him,

WOMAN «

NARRATOR:

COMMENTATOR

WARHATOR:

- 05 i}

Yes, of course, the Spanish Armada. It
wag the first great scare gince the
reality of the Conguest. The Armada
congisted of about 120 huge, top-heavy
stately Spanish galleons. ey were
wilitary transports rather than ships
of war, and even if they had evaded the
British fleet, and mastered tideg
vnknown, Blizabeth hed an army of 20,000
men mobilised.

These were the words she used to her
troops at Tilbury ..... . ‘

"Wy loving people, we have been per-
suaded b¥ some that are carsful of our
safety, to take heed now we commit our-
selves to armed multitudes, for fear of
treschery. But I assure you, I do not
desire to live to digtrust my faithful
and loving people, Let tyrants fear.

T have always so behaved nmyself That,
under God, L have placed my chlefegt
strength end safegnard in the lo¥al "
hearts and goodwill of my subjects; and
therefore I am come amongst ydu, as you
gee, at this time, not for my recrestlon
and disport, but being resolved, in the
nidst =nc héat of the battle, to live
or die amongst you all, to lay down for
ay God, and for my kingdom, and for my
people, my honour and my biOO@,‘even in -
the dugt.” I know L have the body of a
weal and feeble woman, but I have the
heart and stomsch of & king, and of a
king of Bogland too, and think foul
scorn that Parma or Spain, or am¥ prince
of Burope should dare to invade the '
borders of my realm; to which, rather
than any dishonour shall grow by me, T
nyself will be your general,judge, dnd
yewardergof'@veﬁy one‘of-your'v1rfueS'
in the field. know, already for your
forwardness you‘have'ﬁeserved rewards
znd crowns; - end we do assure Xou& in
the word of & prince they shall be

duly paid you.™

Weverthelegs, the Armade, salling up
the Chammel 1n a huge crégcent moon,
intending to force a landing on the
Bgsex coast, nust have presénted &
formidable and alarmlng a%ﬁearanoe as -
she oruised eastwards at the mercy of
wind and tide. =~ = '

In 1587, the g@ax before the rout of
the Armada, tao S@lseX peninsula was
surveyed with a view to fortification.
The report said the lands nsar Selsey

"Haye need of Trenches or Flanckers
artificially found to be reared in most
convenient partes for small shotts',

And at the moment the Armada was
aighted a couple were being married in
Sidlesham church,




PROCESSTON end TABTEAU, A

couple are married b¥ a
priegt. They leave th

D

¢ church

and see the Qistent ships, in
which they are less interested

than in each other.
NARRATOR:

TROOPS muster. VILLAGERS
gather to see them off.

NARRATOR:

Return of the TROORS,
General rejoicing. CHILD
dressed s BLLZABETE I
enters and kuights BOY
DRAKE while DANCERS go
into action and FAIR
gets under weigh agaln.

T COMMBNTATOR +

That da a.S%an$sh galleon was wrecked
off Weet Wittering. Her name wasg -
Cartegena, and from the timbers the
couplé or their children bullt a bouse
and pemed it Carthagena.

A strange sight must have gregted thald
voung couple ag they emerged from the
church, snd beheld units of the Armada
half hiddsn in the smoke of battle, as
Drake bore down on them under a press’
of canvas; while all along the coast, -
pikemen end mysketsers, regular goldiérs
ond the Home (uard of fthe day, marched
sastward alongside the Spemigh fleet = -
sziling to & rendezvous at Calalg, where
they faced firveships and final digaster.

To matchwood and driftwood half the
‘ %Teai hrmads, cane, o
"God blew and they were scattered
~/Englend made no other clain/
Ry tides and tempests shaelbered; by
shot and fireships burned,
Tet however bruised and battered -
proudly half to Spain returned,”
Over sixty-nlne proud salps Wers lOS%,
eix thousend men had died, =
PBut the rest - their eyes‘were.ilt_w1th
fire, their heads hedd high in
pride.

INTERVAL;




MADRIGAL

COMMENTATOR :

ARRATOR:

COMMENTATOR «

NARRATOR

COMMBENTATOR:

NARRATOR:

COMMENTATOR

BLIZAERTE is drageed on.
Madience boos. %%e

gscowls end puts her tongne

out at them.
ARRATOR:

o7~ .
PIRT TT

Jemes the Tirst /1603-1625/. The French
called him "The Wisest Fool in Christen—
dom" . MWis humour wag coarse bulb
genuine. Hig personal hablis and
appearence were unatiractive. He
disliked tebacco and when travelling on
the Underground always went into a
non-smoker -~ :

Thank you, Commentator. Your logal

colonr of the period ig unrelisble.

Te are concernsd with JamesT for two
reasons only — the Authorised Version
of the Bible - his greatest achlevement -
and his support of the Drama. He was
not a deyout_reader of Shalespeare as
his sen Charles I bec&m%;'but the
complete plays, in the first Folio,
were not publighed until 1623, two™
years bpefore his death and seven years
after Shakespeare's -

And what did th@ﬁeogle of Selsey koow
of Shakespeare in 16067 The year when
Blizabeth Egley -

0f covrse, yes, I was forgetting., Twice
in the same year - makr that, gentles
all ~ one Elizabeth Eg1e¥,*the wife of
a churchwerden /merk thal too/ was
ducked in the sea in Selsey parish
ducking stool as g common scgld, * Before
this yéar, 1606, Shakespeare s The
Taminz of the Shrew had been:written and
roduced. ~0f Katherine the Shrew, '
etruchioc says "I know she is an lrksome,
hrawling scold". Nete that word
"prawling", gentles all, One can gnly
brawl in a ciurch, Is it not possible
that Shekespeare had heard of Elizabeth
Egley?

Most unlikely.

You'd prich the bubble of my fair
R congelt = -
Which 17 the bright and‘balmg Selsey alr
The truth reflects. Behold-ﬁex'as sho 8
o ta en
Down to the hun§ry and unweary-sea
To he immersed for the second timel!

Think you that will suffice?

T doubt it.

She has been warned that 1f againdshe

‘ o are
Henpeck her lewful spouse, she shall be
. ' ducked

But once morse. only, when bubbles mighty
fine




BLTZABETE is
dragged off seawards
end ducked.

NABRRATOR

JUDCE. of the period

sitting. MARGLRET

E AND In the witness

box.,
WOMAN :
COMMENT ATOR :
WOMAN
COMMENTATCR :

HE rises, bows to

the court and leaves

with MARGARET;

HORSES _HOOVEs‘approadhing
and fading. °

WARRATOR :

COMMENTATOR «

HORSES & RTDERS oross
stage and exit.

" by the prisoner,

w2 Do

‘Shell be secn rising upwards ftarough the
. S, brine.
The wife who can’t behave
Deserves a walory grave.

Selgey can boest of one of the sarliest

references in history to the noble game

of ericket., The following incident
socurred at the Arundsl GQuarter Sesslons
in 1647.

Yos, m lord. Mg prother Henry Brand
reckived & wound in the hesd Tnflicted

: Thomss Hatter of the
arish of Selsey. Shorily afterwerds he
ied ~ my brother, not the prisoner.

With what implement did your brother say
the wound was infllqted?

A erickets bat, m lord.

M yes. Crickets has been played for the
past ten years, I aw informed; by, the
scholars of Winchegter School, Crickets
would seem to be likely to wival, if net
out~rival, morrlce_d&nczngg-cud%ei» o
playing, stoci-ball, and many other idle
and” Lascivious sports. Weverthelsgs, the
rature of the implement used in this
wucolic. mnd bawdy pastime is lmmaterial;
the wound was fa”aﬁ, that is enough.
There are, however, mitigating circum—
stances connected with this_case, After
the luncheon interval T will pronounce
sontence, 'The court is adjourned.

Tn 1696 - Pa%ham Harbour was declared
(rown Property — aiber many proposals
for the enclozure and reclamabion of -
same - one argument in favour being the
prevention of SMUGGLING.

Wit 11 the younger Pitt reduced the high
aut ies™ writes G.uM. Trevelyan in his
Fnglish Sccial History "the scale on
Wwhich smuesling wad carrled on was
prodigions, In 1784 Pitt calculated
That 13 million pounds of tes wers
consumed in the Kin dom of which_only -
54 million had paid duty". ds Kipling
has written -




DG

WOMAN: Five and btwenty ponies
Trotting through the dark -
Brandy For the Parson -
“Bacey for the Ulerk: ‘
Laces for & lady, lstters for a sp%,
Tetch the wall, my darling, while the
Gentlemen go by!

NARRATOR: Smug%iing, like poaching, was the
sporting hazard of the day, and when
practiged without vielence added cash
and. colour to s drab Life, In Sussex
and the South as much wool was smug%led
out of the country as tea and 8piTits
wore smuggled 1into it. But that was
bl%‘soale atuff. Small scale trans-—
aofions had even the benefilt of clergy.
”Erand¥'for the parson" no doubt, and
more oTften tea., Lot us %uote what that
txul¥ good and respectable man Parson
WoodTorde recorded in his diary on
March the 29th 1777.

PARSON WOODFORDE, in his
ﬂi%htgown and nighteap, |

enters y&wnlné and carrylng

g lignted cendle. A low
whistle sound /off/. ANDREWS

the smuggler enters below.  He
carries a .mrge bag ol toa.
 Woodforde blows oul candle and
opens the window /mims/. He puts
bie - finger to hig lipe and loans
out. Bargainming ensues and the
tea is bartersd for money and
g-hottle of gin.

COMVENT ATOR "indrews the smuggler brought e thisg
night about 11 o clock a beg of Hyson
Tea_6‘§ound.weight,-'ﬂe frightened us
g little by whistling under the parlour
window just as we.were golng to bed.
T gave him somg Geneva and pald him for
the tos at 10/6 per pound'l. -

Hyson, in oage you gre as ignotant as we

Ts o sort of green Uhinese Tea,

Tike Twanki which is the pame,

Hence came pentomime the Widow .:oT..
Dame .,

Cue for scng and. dance?

NARRATOR : Wo thenkee, this isn’t & pantomime,
The tsot iy that not-only were Holland
and Frguce equa@1¥rgu11ty of smuggling
bt our own rmagistrates and offilcers
of seaport towns Were oo, and only
when violence was imvolve and people
got murdered did reactlon get in, Tox
Tnstance a year after two innocent men
named Gall ¥ and Chater had been =
foully murdered, seven of the murderers
WeTe %ried st Chichester on_Jdnuary
15fh 1749 and 211 found gullty and
sontonced to be hanged on the following
day . The¥ were taken in & cart to a
place called the Troyle near Chichester,.

A CART containing seven
men, bound and manacled
PASses across.




NARRATCR :

Enter MANT™S GRAND-
FATEER with a keg of
brandy on his head,
and on the top two or
three cabbeges.

COMMENTATOR ;

TRUMS ~ "Boney was a
warrior" — sung off.

MARRATOR :

COMMENTATOR

NARRATOR :

COMMENTATOR

0

... and exscuted in the pressnce of a
vast concourse of spectators. The body
of one of the smugglers was hung in
chains close to tAg scene of podr
Gali@ﬁ g resting place, on the roadside
near Hake; another on Rook's Hill neaxr
Chichester, and two others-on the sea~
shore neagr Selsgey Fill, from whence
they conld be seen at & gredlt distance
and where they had often landed their
gocds. '
But we are indebted to Miss Denman for
g Llizhter note on which to end the
Selsey smugegling story., She well”
remenbers a niceé old man named Mant whose
grendfather had been prevailsd upon te
bury some kegs of brendy in his garden
and plent cabbages over the spot, The
Preventive Men were not allowed to |
disturb growing plants., No doubt this
practice was common elsewhers.

For the Hnglish kitchen garden
Is WOIth% of respect, T
For who beneath The cabbages
Would contraband suspect?

1T cabbages were camonflage
To hide our Selsey bales,

We .can be sure that even wmors
Were brandy "leeks'" in Wales.

‘Boney wag a warrior indeed; ‘as-a

master of war the greatest ever. As a
ma

"He remains' said H.A L. Fisher, writing
in 1912, ™he greal modern example of
that reckless gnd defiant insolence
which formed the matter of ancient
tragedy and 1z at wary with the
harmonies of human 1ife”,

Nelsor, in 180%, put paid to his dream
of invgsion of our shores once and for
all. But it was no-dream In 180% and 4.
His enormous army of over 200,000 men
collected at the Channel ports wag

lain to see: so were nis 1500 flet-

ottomed ‘hoats at Beulogne - nok nearly
enough but still a formidable array.

Rumowr begat rumottr. Warning beacons
wore fired when nothing but a laden
fishing fleet was descrlied through the
morping mist and the silver of fish
scales wag migtaken for the flash of”
the gon on beyonets, UAnd, of course,
Wapoleon the Uorsicen Ogre was a monster
incernate, Az Thomas Hardy hes it in
The Dynagts —




“F]-

WOMAN: T can tell you a word: ox Two on"t, Tk
ig ebout hig vietuals, They say that he
Tives upon humen flesh, aod hag rashers
of boby every morning for breakfast. He
ahould-have-%he wgshing_of  ‘em a fow
times,” I warrent e wouldn % want to
enl bables auy more. :

WARRATOR : T4 would seem much to the military
credit of Selsev thal the Selsey '
Tolontoers wore formed as early as 1798,

DEUHS. .

COMMENTATCR :  Capbain Soutor, Iieut.Copls, Sergeants
Jones and Woodman . ~One cor oral, two
drommers and 56 privates. During the
vear Lusign Rus bridge was commlssioned
tnd there were 8 drummers, ~ The number
of privates rose to 80, The wnit lepsed
in 1802, vub was revived in 1803 when
Sergeant Wogdmen gol his commiss.lon and

2nd Lient. Cherles Denby ioined.

A ROLL OF DRUMS. The

VOLUNTEERS march ony S0me

in wmiform carrying replicas

of long-barrelled rifles:  soume
in mufti, with badges on thelr
arms and carrying pikes, They
are a ''fine pody of men' and
soldferly. The Sergeant halts
the mouad, stends the no at ease
and brings them %o attent lon when
SOUTAR enters end inspects bhem,
™ Uaptain marches them off and
tellows them off, merching at -
sage and singing with orchestra
and choir the folhowing
contemporary Song.

Ve ke tne King's mé—nJ hale aid hearty,
Merching to meet one Ponaparty. ’
Tf he won 't sall, lest the wind-s%iuld
: : ', blow
Wo shall have marched for wothing, 0f
: Right fol-loll

Wie be the King's men, hale anpd hearby,

Marching to meet on@‘Buonapartyz

TF he he sea-sick, say Mo, nol'

We ahall have marched for nothing, 01
Right fol-loll

e be e King's men, hale =md hearty,
Marching to meet one Buonaparty:
Never wind, mates, we ll be merry —
oo ' - though
Te may have marched for nothing, 01

. Right fol-lol!

WARRATCR ¢ lod mareh for nothing they did, which
wap just as well for Napoleon for the
Selsby Voluntesrs were not  alongs and
i1 whole country would have risen to
vt et and destroy bim. Tides of-
invasion must ebb as well as flow.

SUSHEY VOICTR:  Whab about that dratied Peghan harbour?
COMMENTATOR :  You may well ask!




SUSSEX VOICH:

COMMENTATCR :

SUSSTX VOIOL:

GOMMENTATOR :

Tnter COX with SMALL
BOY who carries a model
of g lifeboat. He runs
it down the reaap.

SUSSEX VOTICR:
CHIID
SUSSEX VOTCE :
CHTID:
SUSSEL VOTOE:

(EILD:
SUSSTX TOICH:

CHILD:
SUSIEX VOICE:

CHILD :

0

They ve been at it for well over 300
ears, enclosin’ 1t here end draining 1t
shere, but the sea allus wins!

Ty should the sea always win? Is fere
any really good reason why most of
Pazham Harbour should not be reclaimed
and cows replace ses~horses?

T shouldn’s cgre to be one of them couws,
that I wowldn't,

T kmow in Selsey ii's an endlesg = |
gtruggle against the seg, but there's
one body of men who don’t Let the sea
win all the time, and that s the crew
of oyr lifeboat, the Usnadian Pacific.
They Te all Tisheormen and alwiys Have
heen.  Allow me 1o introdvce you %o our
Cox and a young friend.

Paster than thﬁt, Jimm%. At high water
the boat whould enter The ses af about
17 m.p.h,

If the water’s Tow theboat must bit
the sea W;th-a ump !

It@ms,am.ﬂmmysmmetM3amwpmﬁ
a big splash does nc harm to the boat.

Mir. Cox, how long has ocur lifeboat
been golng? .

Apout 100 yesrs, rather more., The

HALLLIL

What’s_that?

The Royal Naticnal Lifeboat o
Institution. - They gave us our first
Tifeboat, and the Society of Friends
the necessery £180 for %, It was

%5 feet long and it rowed 12 oars.

Otr present beat, the "Canadian -
Pacific® needs only a crew of eight, -
but she can take TO people aboard, and
in a rough sea to0.

I bet she cost more thanx£l80 tp'build.

She did that, exactly &£8,254 moxe, And
ahe “s only one of mapny fine diesel-
engined bosts with a wheelhouse and a
cabin ard much elge, Most lifeboate
gre built in the Isis of Wight by J. -
Samuel White and CQaLtd.g'a% Cowes; bub
gome , Now, by William Osborn &b '
Littlehampton., Indeed, Sussex can
claim to be the homs ot the lifeboat
1ndustr{. But we in Selsey are only -
one of 150 lifeboat statlons all elong
the coast line of Greabt Britaln.

1. Cox, has the R.N.T,I. saved wany
lives since 1t started?




SUSSEX VOICH:

CHITD:

SUSSEX VOICHE:

CHTLD:

Enter members of the -
crew. They gather round
Cox end boy and go off,
Boy leaves the lifeboat
model on Stﬂ%?.amd Come S
back to fetch it., JTuring
th... above -

WARRATOR :

COMMENT.A TCR:

NARRATCR :

R .
Yes, Jimmy, about 8,500.
&,5001 Ph~ow: that’'s a lnt.

0f course, some gtations rescus more
lives than otherg becavse of where they
are, the nature of the coast line, and
the " danger of rock and tide, The '
Cornish, for instance, end St.Ives in
particuwler. Bub Lifetoats are not
always resculng the crews and passengers
of ships in distress, They take off™
sick and injured seamen and othors, or
take out doctors to deal with cmergencles
or do_guibe modest gerviceg like
regcuing bathers. Why, only on July
28th last year the "Canadian Pacific!
was launched at 9 p.m. and took the
dlnghg'”Fame”g;n tow with two young men
ahoard, two miles east of Selsey Bill.
And 1. fTeboats do nundrum but necesgary
jobs like escorting fishing boats in
heavg soas, and enswering calls from say,
the Owere Light ship herd at Selsey.
Once, in October 19%3 it was, there was
a call from the Owers in a gale, to come
to the rescue of the crew © a_Greek
cargo boab carrying granite. In the
searchlights she was geen to be sinking
with her funnels leaning over the side.
The bowman threw e rope, but the |
panicking erew didn’t sécure It properly
and when they tried-to get over the side
of the boat they all fell in'a héap -
Fortunately into the Lifeboat. The
captain and the crew of elght were all
rescued, and that was only eight of the
253 lives rescued by Selsex'llfeboats
over the years oubt of 349 launches on
service. I am not boagting, Jimny, many
staticns have dome much more, but f
don”t think 1t’s angthing to be ashamed
cf.w  And now,-would you liks to meet
gsome members of my crew?

Yes, pleage.

As Bir Winston Churchill said of the
R.N.L.T. in 1942, at the centenary of
its foundation ...

L. TE drives on with a mercy that does
not quail in the presence of death; it
drivés o as a proof, a symbol, a

testimony, that men 18 created in the

image of dod, and that velour and virtue
havé not verished in the British race.
Tut as the centuries, like the sea, have
rolled endlessly on, and the people
fgil to recognise ithe saints of today
working by thelr side, so they have
tended to forget the Giver =nd "Maker




ey

of 211 things near and Tar! and they my
him, at best, lip-homage at the great
Festivals. dnd of course 1t wesn 't mede
eny easier here by the fact that by the
middle of the ninetcenth century Selsey
Village had grown up - two and & half
miles away from its Parish Church.

A CHURCH BELL, Tnter-

from L. Preb.H.Fosber,

He lcoks at his watch, crosses
and locks off, shakes his ,
head and goes back Into church,

A few parishicners of different
gsocinl closses enter R.  They -
ere tired and dighevelled alter
walking for two miles. They sit,
pep thelr bmows and try to compose
tutmselves. A child begins to cry.

COMMENTATOR:  Why i+ that child crying?
lWOMAN: Can you wnder, poor little mite.
The CHILD HOWLS.

COMMENTATOR:  We does not appear to he ordering him-
self 1ow1{ and reverenbly iun the company
of hie bebters, or with syfficient self-

restraint. Nor do they, for that matter,

appear to be in that state of composad
gpirituel enticipation meat and right

in those ahout © enter a place of

worship.

TXRTUNT CONGREGATION
te Church.

WOMAN : /Llanghing/ Yeg, that’s juet the way they talked,

M7 the same, Wwe must remember that -

© thab pathetlc apology for a;coﬂgr@%J~

tion has walked two miles or woxe TO
this windswept site with the pIOS%eot
of‘walkimg two miles more to get back
home. L don’% suppose that the memoxy
of the Sunday trudzes of his early
years will make that child want to go
to ohuren when he's grown up? Credit
that 1little band deserves - credit in
abundence. Something will have to be
done aboubt it.

WARRATCR Md something was done mbout it
Mmost exactly = hundred years &go, oD
fuly let 1864, a fateful Parish Vestry
Woeting took place under the Rector, a
ol impse of whom we Ve alraad%jhad;‘
Prebendary . Foster, -But what made
that possible? Well ...

REV,FOSTER comes in end eifs
dejectedly ab a table, his
head in hieg hands.

.. .Low see befors you o man in the
depths of Job-ien gloom and dejectl on.
Mow osr & church take up its pews and
walk? The clouds are blg enough buk
are they big with promise? Will they
bremk with blessings on our DOOX Pre—
pendary ‘s head? He prays legs Lfor




=B

pounds than for patience.

COMMENTATOR:  Thou knowest what we can’t afford
We can but_pray instead,-
Tt is for leck of patience Lord,
That we are in the red.

NARRATOR And then the Preﬁ@ndary has an ides for
g petition - ap Idea so obvious he -
wohders he hadn € thought of 1% before.

COMMWNTATOR:  Tord, Tord, Thou

knoweast that there is
: one

/hn angel to be frank/

With the will to

ase Thy will e done

With - gy - pulllion in the bank.

WAHRATOR : And scarcely hag
irow his lips ths
the rectory door.

A DOOR BRELL RINGS; A

MAID comeg in and whilspers

to the Rector. He shouts

"ifrs Vernon-Harcourt " and

leaps to hig feet. 'The maid
aonounces "Mre.Vernon-Harcourt™
from the door and she sweeps

in. She ig a regal lady piginly
dregged ip the fashion of the
period. - The rector bows over :
her hand and ushers her to a chair.
They converse, and Mre, Vernon-
Harcourt opens her reticule and
hands the Recter a cheque. He °
rrog his brow and glences upward,
mittering with clagped hends, while
Mrs,Vernon~Harcourt tactfvlly
looks elsewhere. She rises, they
shake hends, ho escorts her to-

the door and goes out with her.

this thought emcaped
n there s a ring atb

WARRATOR : The Parish Vestry Meebing on July Ist
1864, attended by only eight peérsons

/end the Rector/

must have heen a

joyful occasion indeed,

RE-ENTER the RECIOR, who
mimes the following narration
where appropriate.

We can imagine with what plegsure he -

produced Mrs. Vernon-Harcourt s cheque,
and with what conviction he sald

COMMBNTATOR: "My friends, we are not going mersly to
oull the old church down we are golng
to bulld it up agein on a slte within
raach of the congregatiocn . , There has
already heen an outcry from antlguarles

?

of the baser sort, but prailse Go

“they

are few who would prefer to see our Tine
old Barly Bnglish church lapse imto ruln

sooner than move

it. T discoversd such

2 ono in the church only yesterday. He

was uwaking notes

and gketching, a highly

guagnicious combination of ractivitlies,

Tntor an ANTIGTARTAN.
He locks rather liks
Sherlock Holmes in his cape.

He had 2 magnifying glass.




BUSTNESS as ABOVE

U STNESS

AUSTHESS on stake.

¢ TOMAN:

A wmedigeval MASON enters
and follows with hig eyesd
the action of the words.

=5 e

He had not removed his cap.  This .
Turnished mwe with an excuse To speak 1o
him, With & singular lack ol reverence
he tosscd his cap into & pew and pro- -
ceeded to point out some masons  marks,
alleging that if the church were moved -
in his view an act of vendalism - the
mer ks could not be sald any longer %o
appLy.

T pointed oul that by law wi may not
remove & chancel, to which T regret to
say he replied "hank God for that!.
He' said he had rather the church became

‘& noble rTuin open bo what he called, with

an 1gnoranc@‘ap%ropriate;to hig kind
ihe dayspring Trom on high', than a
removed and restored ediflce sacred only
ip name, 1 pointed out that & church
without & congregation ls precisely that.
He produced a list of signatures pro-
testing against the removal,

Tt was little use my fointing out that
every good thing in the wa¥ of fittings
Tound 1n‘the‘ola,chuxch;W1 1 be retalned
in the new, including the old font which,
so tradit lon holds, was taken out of the
old cathedral before it had "gone to seal
"Gone to zea' he said "I d rather the
place went to -pot than see it uprooted
and replsnted To suit the meds of a
lazy and lubberly congregation of
vamlals™,  We stood caln to_chin, |
gontlemen, engpged in mutual recTlm-
Tnation which 1 wost sincerely now
regrot, :
Pinally he stumped ouvt leaving his cap
behind, I regret to add that L threw
it aftor him as he left, ‘ o
T wag o exhausted by thig encounter,
%@mtlem@n, that I fell esleep in the
ishop s chair. /And it seemed to me
thal seme words which T cannot recall
ceme to my memory in  pralge of those
medimeval masons in whose hands these
stoneg —~

.. Were tried and wrought to fitness
Tn scorn of fire and sword

And stand to bear the witness

0f men who praised the Lord.

0f wealth end fame md power
These masons did not know

"ot ‘s build" they sald "a tower
Square to the winds that blow'.

3o ceme each beam end raiter,
Tach winged flight of stone, .
Thair deathless work Iives afver,
Thel r names were never known.




The MASON has stood locking af
the sleeping figure In the
chair. He dips a handkerchiof
in the /imagihary/ font and = -
bathes the parson’s forehead.
He then go es out.

COMMENTATOR ¢

VRISTO.
o NARRATOR :

CARTS CARRYTNG blocks |
of gtone in replica begin to

pagg across gocompanle Lby

villagers and workmen,

ACTTON CONTINUES, '
NARRATOR :

ACTION of ryebuilding of
church accompanied by choir
singing original 8th contury

3T

Bere, for a workman s wages
1 S !

This’ glags so surely stained
Down fhe long aisles of ages
In glory has remained.-

As brother works with brother
The glaziers worked to paint
The blue robe of the Mother,
The red robe of a salnt. :

Froud heads lie hers disowning
MI hut a drogping Head;

Whole hands worked here atoning
For oFeniHamds.thai_bL@d.'

Pull hearts and living volces

A broken Heert proclainm,
Tife after death rejolces
And after gilence, fame.

said -
dream.

"I awoke refreghed: T had almost
rogonerated. T had had a strange
T must tell you about it sometime...
Well, gentlemen, I feel sure you will
agren that we shall bx'thls means_have
tie best of both worlds. We shell have
the old church in a new vlace, and the
living stones shall rise again as they
have done.in the past and the present.”

And so the old Selsey Church was robullt
on its present site and reconsecrated
on April 12th 1866,

Lverybody lent g hend =~ end & cart it
they had one! Tf mot - a wheelbarrow,
n go~cart, a pony-trap or & donkzg‘w1ﬁh
baskets slung across its back., The
stranege collectieon of vehicles might
reming a present-day spectator of a-
rmotley fleet which sailed © Dunkirk on

another great rescue operation - of

bedies then -~ of souls in 1865.

chant, o
ACTION culminates in projection

of church on back-cloth. The

Cross i illuminated again and
anc re-

the Church re-dedicate
consecrated.,
Contemporary account of same?
HYMN SUNG by all — led by
Rov, Foster.,

Congregat lon dispersed — to
original chant.
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NARRATOR: Best remembered, perhaps, among the
minor characters of Selséy a hundred
%@ars ago, wes thal King of all Tradeg -
really camot call him a Jack - Colin
Pullinger. - S '
Contractor, Inventor, Fishormen,
Mochanic and almost @verythln% else,
Tmeginaticn boggles as o what his junk
ghop and home must have looked 1ike.
How carefully must his assistant have
threaded his way on e dark morning as he
‘ opened the shutters.
A TABLIE and TWO CHAIRS.
ASSISTANT picks his way to
5 bow window facing audience
ancg removes 1maélmar% shutters.
A SHOP WELL RINGS.  Bxit
Lefistant and enter Victorian
Lady — right_ - and Colin '
Pullinger — Ieft. He pufs her
geremoniously into a chair.
She gazeg at various srticles
through her lorgnette and reacts
gppropriately as he depnstrates. :
NARRATOR: Pullin%er wae the mgker and inventor of
. & greal number of strangs objects.’
There was, for instance, hig Improved
Horse Hoe, and here you won t wonder why
he ig suppressing salmost uwneontrollable
mirth when the lady observes that she did
not know that horses could be heed.  No,-
madam, this large hos is dramn by horses.

BISTIRSS . |
. WOMAN : And what 1 thieg?

LADY RISES and picks up
an imaginary object.

NARRATOR:  That, medam, is Pullinger’s Tmproved
. " Bird Scarifier - :

He RATYLIES IT - the lady
is almost deafened. : : | o
But the real object of the lady s visit
ls to buy his most famous invention, his
"Automaton end Perpetuasl Mouse Trap Made
on a Scientific Principle, where sach
one caught re-sets the trap to catch 1ts
next nelghbovr, requires mo fresh
baiting, and will catch them by dozeng'.
The lady appears to doubt this, Ah, I
thought so.

Exit PULLINGER to re-appear
with trap full of mice. Lady
screams and climbg on to &
chair. Bnter ASSISTANT /who
had done this before/ and exits
Cwith full mouse trap., Pullinger
goes through the motlons of
wrapping up and selling mouse
trap to the  Jlady and gSees her.
out. He collects paper, penclls
and drawing board and sits at
tahle.




WARRATOR :

Aotion during above; |

enter o Methodist minister in
casgock and bands who greets
Pullinger and Assistant and
zoes off with them.

NARRATOR :

SUSSEX VOICE:

NARRATCH :

Inter the MAYOB, robed.
He g te angrily and folds

hisg arms.

SUSSEX VOICE:

~%G

T wonder what he is inventing now. Eis
Tat Trap that will Catch Rats and Put
them into the Trap?  His model of &
Temael to cat asunder Chains pul across
the Mouth of a Harbour? Hig Machine to
Tar Ropes or his Improved Velocipede? -
He nad served at sea in the four quarters
of the world as sesman, cook, sbeward,
mate and Nevigator, and as ho offered to
send crabs, Tobsters and prawns to Any
Part of Englsnd he must often have
ciosed his shop early wien the tide wes
out and gone fisning.in purgult of sea-
food, Hut we wmusin't say Gocd bye to
Ppliinger with the idea that he-was 10
more fhen so ingenious inventor. Nor
must we, incidentally, think that the
Church of Fnglend in Sl soy was the

only mension in our Father s house.,

My . Phillipps, a- k¥ Erea@her of West
Tittering, used fto hold services in the
gpen and preach frou a chair, And when’
He inherited a substantisl sww of money,
ne built the Fish Lane Chapel, which

was moved to Hiﬁ@ Street a& the seme time
as the Parish Church removal, to -
socormodate e growing congregaltlon. A
vear laker the present Methodist Church
tme ol under the supervision of Mr.
Pullinger, who acted ag a kind of Clerk
oF the Works. So leb me salubte Colin
Pullinger as he leaves our scoue, united
with tRe Methodists in pursullt of some-
%higg rather more important than sea-
food..

The Hundred of Manhood and'Selse% Tram-

way Company was incorporated in 1896 and

officially opened at Uhichester on ‘the

o7th August 1897. The traln Carrylng

{hf;passengers from Selsey was an hour
ate.

So you've come ab last. We “uve heen
waitine for the Wayor and Ceunciliors
for a good hovr and thex ve only just
srrived. What heppened? :

Well, you know, Station Master it was
gtated 1n the original progpeo%us that
it was never intended w run tralns on
thig single line af express gpeed,

Thers was nothing wrong with the train
bt everything with his Yorship the
Meyor.  Lan you helleve 1%, the pompous
ol pedago§ue actually warm ed to drive
the trein himself!

Ha, ha, hal Thef's a good one. 0f
cotrse,you didn’t let him.




NARRATCR :

The MAYOR does thig in mime
with immense satisfaction.

The MAY CR POSES, centre.

The Mayor

moves. COMMENTATOR -

SUSSEX VOICE:

The MAYOR MIMES the
following speech.

NARRATOR
COMMENT ATOR :

He goeg on lalking in mime
throughout the following
Tinighes his specech, do%fs
his hat and exitg.

COMMENTATCR :

SUBERE WOICE:

* COMMENT ATOR -

WOMAN :
COMMENTATOR ;

MAYOR crosses with
bowed head, carrying
his hat.

SUSSEX W ICE:

- Town for Selgey Beach -

~40—

We.did not, but he forced his way on to
the footplate, and we had fo allow him
to pull the whistle.

A further delay was capged at The Canal
Bridge to allow Councillor Fielder to
take & photograph.

Ve can’t see the engine-driver!

e can’s see the Ingine! ‘
Mell, I'm glad you've got here at last.
the Mayor”s solng to @ eak. Do
3 J

Hello, 8 g
you lmow what he s Iikely fto say?

I think T can guees;

Ladles and gentlemen of Chichester and
Selsey . On thig higtoric occasion of

the opening of the Selsey Tremway
Company line, the train will shortly
commence its inaugural journeﬁ_from
Chichester hack to Selséy calling ab
Hunston, Hoe Farm, Chaldar ¥arm, Mill
Pond Hait, Sldleshaﬂd the Ferry, Selsey
Golf Cluh /"Forel'/ Selsey Bridge, Selsey
] 'L do 1ike o be
beside the seaside/ Don't we all,
especilally on a balmy evening such as
thig. T now have the honcur to declare...

The track was single, but there was a
passing loop at Sidlesham. The canal
was crosged by a drawbridge which could:
be raised o allow the passage of ships.

Like Tower Bridge in London?

Er - yes, bub on a somewhat smgller
scale, Tt jammed for several days
after the opening.

Did the line prosper?

Tes, up to World War I — no mean '
achlevemsnt considering the railwsy had
7 steanm engines to maintain., After the
War, several deroilments and one serious
accident in 1927 when the fireman was
killed, the introductl on of mad buses
and the heavy expense of maintenance,
the gallant enterprise came to an end

P S-SR FE R




A PORTER CROSSES carrying
red and green il ags ag
halfmest on a pols.

NARRATOR

Grmen £L8gs - posfels
of  the Kaiser and
Zeppeling appear across
tlre back.

Repmcsentdtjvos of 1st
War local regiment,

nursi

COTTS, Special

consta, 3195 Coaglal

Defence,

Lend Erony, etc.

HIID'S VOICE:

—~ 41 -

Tt dsd in the high Roman iauhlon WILh no
Beeching at Tts tedsids. Its capital
but not its courage was limited,

Such goings-on served to highlight very :
plbdqnmth the OVOTydWK 1ife of Selsey,

but made little slteration to it., For

seven” hundred and f1£t¥ years - no change:

in fifty vears - tramsTormation!

First - WART The mnenace of the Prussian
cagle, the shadow of the Kaiser and the
Jenbeiln‘ hovering like great slugs in

the Sussex air.

Selgey made its oontrlbutlon o the war
effort: 1ts song and daughters, iteg
noney and materiale.

”Oh where are you going to, -all you
Pig Steéamers

With Lngl@nd s owa oodl up_and down the
galt seas?"

"e are going to fetch you your bread and

- your hutter '

Your beef pork end mutton, 8288, apples

and. cheese™

"And where will you fetch 1t flomﬂ ail
you Big Steamers,

MMWMmo%hﬁiImmmeymlmwnyml
are awayth '

”We feteh it from Melbourne, Quehec and
Vancouver,

AddlBSb us at Hobart Homg Kong and-
Bomﬁ

"Byt if anythlng happoned o dll you
Big Steamers, -

And suppose you were wrecked up and down
the galt sea?"

"Iy you’d have no coffee or bacon for
breakfast,

And.you d have no muffins or tosst Tor
your tea' -

”Then i1 pray for fine Wb%thOI for all
ou Blg Stemmers,

For llttle blue bll%iwﬁ and broe/ep 80
20

"Oh, billows and Lroeges don’h bothexr
Blg Steamers

For we ‘re iron below amd steel rigg 1ng

~ aloft',

Then I 11 bulld & New llﬁhthoub@ R)l wll
you Big Stcam@rs




The German flags, etc.
retrest and diSappoar.

NARRATOR :

SUSSEX VOIOE :

Oountry aﬂd senside
everyd@y noises fade in.

NARRATOR :

SUSSEX VOIOE :

- |
With plenty wige pilote to pilet you

through” .
"Oh, the Channels s bright as a ballroom
' dlI@ddV
And pilots arcILhLd&cr then pilchards at
0oe'

”Then what can I do for you, all you
Dig Steamers, '
And whet can T do for your "comfort snd

good 7! -

"Send out your Hlg warshibs to watch your
hl% Water

That no one may sfop s from bringing
you Tood

Tor the bread that you eat and tho
biscuits you nibble,
The swests that Eou suck end the golnts

you carve,
They are brounht to you daily by all us
g teaners
And 1f anyone hinders our comlnﬂ you 11
starve". .

1918 — the Armistice - the end of tle War
to end Waxr! Twenty yoars of un@a“g E?ace
Tollowed, Life in Selsey returne

normal 11tt1@ secmed touched or changed.
Indead, the alr of Sussex seens r061s ant %
to ehang and Sussex men ”won be druy"

Some foLh ag come 1o Sussex
They rackons as they knows

A darn sight betier what to do
Then silly folk like me and you
Could possibly suppose.

Hut them as comes To Sugsex,
Thoy mustn e Uoh and uhovo
For ouﬁ%ax will be Busgex,

And Susgex won 't be druv.

Mus © Wilfrid cems to Selsey

Us heaved & stone at he,

Hecause he reckoned he could leach
Our Sussex fishers how o roach

" The fisghes 1in the sea.

But when he dwelt among us,

Us gave un land and love

Por Sussex will be uUSSLL

And Sussex won't be druv.

AL folks ae come bo Sussex

Mugt follow Sussex ways,

And whenthey ve learndd to know ug well
There s no place else lhey "d wigh to

dwell.
In mll thglr bjosspd days,
There ain’'t no place like Sussex
Until you-goos above, - =
But Susuex will be Sussex,
Al Sussex won t he druv.

Silly Sus S50%.

Silly doesn’t mean tupld It's an old
Saxon word m@dﬂlﬂb blessed, :




COMMENTATOR :

NARRATOR
COMMENTATOR

L RRATOR:
WOMAN S VOICE :

NARRATOR :

WOMAM "S VOICE:

COMMENTATOR :
A RRATOR:
G gntry and seaside

everyday noises fade in
again - whirr of harvester,

cows lowing, ohildrenjﬁlay;ng,
, blano
1973 popular song, ete.

lawn mower, church be

record of

German fl egs and swast lkas
appear across back, and
Horst Wessel songg and
Hitler sp eecn blasty out
drowning peaceful nolses.

NAB.B ;ALTOR .

MTSS HARRIS enters,
SOLDIERS bring chailr and
table . She sitw and writes.

WARRAT(R

WM /1/:

il 5
MWlessed are the sillies! "I love a fool"
wmﬁe@hmﬂm;hmb

Aren’t we a117

T'w g Methodist, Our leader, Dr.Soper
used to go to the sesside with his =
family when & boy. 'Find out where the
Methodist church ls children, when you ve
found it you may go to the shore™ his. -
father used to say.

L

Pity there aren’t more like him,
T'm o Roman Catholic, as you would call
me, or a Papist.

Tike 8%t.Wilfrid - don’t forget thatl,...
Well, we’'ve a Methodist and a Catholig
church in Selsey, and Heaven knows we ve
need o hoth, -

We had a temporary church right beck in
1922 sexved by & driest who came from
Chichester. Three vears ago this was

e Laced by the Tine stone_bulldln% &ou
geg now, dedicated to the Mother of Lod
and St.Wilfrid. It ie egood to know that
poople fromthe other churches were at the

edicat ion service.

That "s what T call fellowship.

S50 be it, for ever and ever, amen.

g AJegain invesi on threatened,
Tn fact, Bngland was invaded by o hostile
force = from the air., William tie
Congqueror, Fhilip of Spain, Bonaparte -
had never envisaged such a method of
storming the island fortress.

Aoain War!

Many mugt be the war diarles of the years

‘59" to ‘45, L.H. Harris® recoxd of
impressions at Selgey vividly and -
polgnantly covers the period. We gquote
a fow extracts — -

Tord, when the darkness falls
snd over the ocarth Thou made
The powers of darkness stalk
May I be unafraid.




WOMAN /2/

WOMAN /1/:

COMME NTATOR:

WOMAN /2/:

WOMAN /1/:

COMMENTATOR ;

NARRATOR

WOMAN /1/:

WOMAN /2/:

WOMAN /1/

WOMAN /2/:

WOMMY /1/

WOMAY /2/

-

May 29th 1941, the siren’s going again,
third time thig mornlng.-;.ﬁe wilifar
occupying the house opposite are building
a proper clitedel of sandbags with open-
1ngg Tor gunsg along the whole front of
the howse. It seers funny to remember
thet the building of sendcastles is a
popular pastime here in normal times,
Jung let. The wapers this morning
exploded a bombshell; all clothing is

rati oned from today, including stockings
and shoes.

Including gtockings! So as early as
1941 the horrors of war were brought
cloge to ual

Nogdoubt_Loid Haw-Haw will procleim o
the world that the Bnglish zre in despair.

It osn’t worry me. I expect I shall -
Tind the-coupong  allowed, 66 per year,
quite sufficient.

Did she?

Of course mot., But she didn’t complain.
On the seme day she wrote - -

L have exhausted my coupong up to the
end of the year. succumbed to the
lure of 'a new cogt which took & ghteen
coupons. L didn’t really need if.

sundey December 19th 1941, Every form
of gclence is being used to destroy the
beautiful things that it has taken
centuries to_build up, mny of which cen
never be replaced.

It seows but meet that clouds should F£i11

_ “the heaven .,
To spread = vell before its Maker's face,
Lest, gazing on the esarth He made o

lovely, '
So filled with blessings for our mortal
L epad . | .
He shonld bohold the work of these His
o children -~ '

And feel regret that He created maz.

Day after day, day snd night, boats,.
river steamers, lifehoats, pleasure
beats and private yachts went to and fro,
in the face of never ceasing abtack,
bringing our men homs., '

Ihree years later, Janusry 26th 1944,
Everywhere now the rush of " jecps and the
merch of American feet, Tveryone speaks
well of them,

It is strange to think that on thisg
South Coast Mecca of holiday-melers of
ours 1s growing up a generation of
taddlers who have never peddled in the
sea ar played on the sands.




WOMAN /1./:
WOMAW /2/:

WOMAN /1/:
WOMAN /2/

COMMENTATOR «
NARRATOR :

WOMAN /1/:

WOMAN /2/+

WOMAN /1/:

WOMAN 2/

Inter a CARAVAY or CAR
Irom which a family of
vigitors emerge and lay
out & picnic. Pehind,

15—

Afril bth 1944, Thousands of planes in
the sky, day and night. -

A ceaseless pessing of lorries, tanks,
EXTIOUY B0 CATE vu. e ‘

Something stupendous is in the air.

June Zrd 1944. There is a feeling of
tension everywhere, American sailors
today were paid in French money. Loads
of ammunition sre pessing. The sea off
here ig full of Hrt-like srectl ons
strotching fxrom the shore almost to the
horl zon, .. ‘

.. .Sections of the Mulberry Hegrbour = -
which were agsembled off the Nazt Beach...

And so Miss Harris® journal continuves
with nover a dull moment until ...

Tuesday May 8th 1945, Vietory Day.

After nearly six yvesre the Germans have

surrendered unconditionally.

There was a service at Church on Tuesday
evening, 1t was crowded, < airs had fo
be brought in. How can'we help thinking
wae, we read of the sufferings and

w rtures of nearly all the Llropean
people?

Our curtaing drawn agside, stir gently in
the breeze, and sco we sink in dreamlews
aleep. ' ' T

We hear the rustle of the leaves,

The wai ig ended and the night is
heautiful.

a portion of pre-fab is erected
to suggest the bullding of a
temﬁgrary church. A youth,
reclining, opens a wpy of ths
Sussex Campalgn magazine ab
Pages 10- & 11, A girl, with the
nelp of the young man, amses
Nergelf by counting the new
whurches required and those
requiring eunlargement.

COMMGNTATOR:  What on earth’s going on dwn there?

NARRABCR T haven’t the d ightest idea. It's not
at all what T expected. o

COMMENTATOR:  And vhat did you expect?
NARRATOR Well, a grand finsle o this historical

end 1ngtructive entertainment .
anorama of all that's éone before: the

eath of pogenism, the

Chrisftiznit
ance of St.

awn. of
the rejection and dccept-
frid culminating in the

trinmpl of the Faith, and the whole cast




gl

WOMAN

CHILD:

NARRATOR

CHILDZ
NARRATOR:

CHILD:

COMMENTATOR
CIILD:

WARRATOR :

SUSSEX VOICH

WARRATOR ;
PUSEEX VOICH:

COMMENTATOR :

ARRMOCR

e

and congregation of spectators in this

ahem/ crowded open afr theatre singing
SToHIle gfpropxlaﬁe hymn 1like "0 Falth of
England™ or "City of God how brosd and
Far™ and &1l vou give us ig a party of
very ordnery visifors picnicing and a
boy staring abt a map.

say not, the struggle naught availeth
The Labour and the wounds are vain

The exemy faints not nor faileth

Mnd ag things have heen they remain
o «».0gy Dot that. |
Nevertheless, I can’t think what those
two_young people are staring at with
such interest’, -

Why, it’s the green wap in the Sussex
Campel gn magazine thing, mummy. AL the
11ttle poinfted blobs are where new -
churches need to be bullt and the ores
with weathercocks on them, like the one
st Selsey, represent churchss that need
to be enlarged.

Eas anyone here got a copy of fthis
"magazine thing"?

Youre sitting on it, sir.

So I am.’ That’s the worst of 1ivin% in
the past, one’s inclined to ignore the
prosent . : .

T counted 27 new ones needed aud 17
en%arg@rﬁ, 9 new halls reeded and one
school, :

Only one school?

Quite enough, and that’s in Crawley,
hardly in Sussex at all, =o what doés
it matter? :
Nyetimber, Aldwick, MiddIleton Goring-
bXTSea,berﬁhing, Shorehanm, Telscombe
Cliffs ... Pagan lot_these South Coast
towns and villages, I don't wonder St.
Wiifrid had quife énough of “em at
Selgey and went North, .

Enough of ﬁlat,‘miﬁtexﬂ You're for-
%@ttlng all you've told ug about the
Ietory of Seleg and of Sussex.

T've not freotten thet in 1075 Williem
I-shifted ouxr Cathedral to Chidhester ...

You've got a long memory, mister. You
must be older than you -look.

Now, now you two, No hrawling about

our Cathedral, pleage, ITt's the most
tﬂpipai fmelisgh Cathedral and one of

the loveliest,

And what s heppening to 147 Sindsgter
cracks 1w the window arches, the walls
slowly widening, the graceful flying

buttrosses tilfing. Tt won’t be long
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before the carved stone roof collapses.
The Dean and Chapter want £500,000 to
save 1t. True, They 11l @ read the work
over the next 20 to 30 years. But will
they get 117 Who's going to set a good
exemple? - :

COMMENTA TOR: You can begin, T711 let you off with
a Tiver! : -

NARRATOR Who wrote that into the seript? It's
blackmaill .

COMMENTATOR:  Pay up ... Thenk you ... One, two, three,
Toor, five. Very good of you, Hisborlan;
¥Qu must be a man of Sussex following in
ihe footsteps of St .Wilfrid, St.Richard
of Chichester, and our own grecial Selsey
neroine, Mrs. Vernon-Harcourt,

By this time the CARAVANERS
‘have finished thelr picoic
and * fallen aslesp. PAUSE.
Choir SINGS the Bach chorale
"Wachet auf", beginning softly
and growing 1n w lume.

NARRATOR ; Things aren’t now what they wers when
the population were willing to move a
chuzeh with their own bars hands. Thexe
wag hope then - hope which seems o have
comé to nothing. Fow we shall zelapse
into peacetul godlessness.

WOMAN : If hepes were dupes, fears my be liars,
It wmay be, in yon smoke concealed
Your comradeg caase e’en now the fliers,
Mod but for you possess the field,

CETID: - The 1 iers - gpace ghips, whe-ee-se,

Enter ST.WILFRID, disguised

a8 - a fisheman. He carries

a Tishing-net., The picnicers
wake and  excitedly creowd round
him. They they put the plenic
things back into the caravan.
Wilfrid is left alone, centre.

WOMA N: Tor while the tired waves, vainly
¢ E breaking,
beem here no painful inclk to gain,
Far hade, through creek and inlet
L mak‘lﬂg, .
Comes silent, flooding in, e main.

MﬂiwtbyeaMﬁﬂlmﬁmmsom¥ ‘ |
Wik en. da{li%ht comes, comes in the light,
In front the sun ollmbsjal?w? how
slowly - '
But westward, look, the lan% is bright.

Inter 4 servers from Selsey Parish
Church in cassocks and surplices,
One carries a chasuble, another a
mitre, amother a crozier, the fourth
a croes. They take off ﬁthilfrlq 8
figherman s overalls, revealing him
in cassock and abb, and robe him.
They conduct him t6 the upper stage, ' SR
leaving the fisherman’s clotber Tylng where it fallg.




The picnic Eartyienter-from k )
They see the fishelmﬁn g
They
~rush out Towerds the sea. Then %he
two young psople loock up and see

- caravan.

gear lying end are worrled.

...4:8‘....

ot Wilfrid standing, They point

to him and exclaim “Our Fisherman™!

Gradually, and as far as possible

~In hisboriml sequence, the foaregtasze

ig filled with fhe characters of the

_Sﬁory. “They stand  with thel r backs
he

to 1t
cerms out towards the saint,
raisges hig-hend in blessing.
They. kneel ,

WOMAN :

e

The entire cast turns,
Tacing the audience,

COMUENT ATOR -

NARRATOR :

Byerybhody SINGS the hym
Aehich could ® printed or

Y e back of the programe,
S WL frid, preceded by hig
-Cha%laln;oaxrying the Cross,
o cexits, - The cast follows.
v The stage is left eumpty.

audience and stretch thelr

/nd not Dby eastern windows in{ o
Wihen dagll%ht comes, comes in the light.
In frout, the sun gilmbs glow, how -

sLowLy,
But westward, look, the land 1s bright!

dnd now, my friend and colleague, now
that we understand what this Ig &l1
about & little better perhaps, we
might adopt your suggestion to sing
"City of God, how bivad and far®

L can only say dmen to that.






